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Judge  rules  against 
anti-phone  sex  law 

Gay  and  civil  liberties  activists  hail  the  New  York 
decision,  but  similar  cases  are  pending 


By  Chris  Nealon 

NEW  YORK  —  Lesbian  and  gay  advocates 
of  First  Amendment  rights  declared  a  partial 
victory  for  free  speech  this  week,  as  a  Federal 
judge  ordered  the  state  government  not  to 
enforce  a  law  that  would  have  sharply 
restricted  public  access  to  phone  sex  lines. 
Other  challenges  to  the  legislation  are  still 
underway  elsewhere  in  the  U.S. 

The  law,  originally  sponsored  in  1986  by 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R.-N.C.),  would  have 
required  telephone-  company  customers  to 
submit  requests  in  writing  to  their  carriers  if 
they  wished  to  use  the  services.  Judge 
Robert  P.  Patterson  of  Federal  District  Court 
in  Manhattan  ruled  Aug.  13  that  the  restric¬ 
tive  law  violated  the  First  and  Fifth 
Amendments  and  was  unconstitutionally 
vague.  The  law  was  to  have  gone  into  effect 
Aug.  15. 

“This  is  tremendously  important,”  said 
Evan  Wolfson,  staff  counsel  for  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  advocacy  organization.  “It’s  a  sig¬ 
nificant  legal  victory  against  the  crusade  to 
limit  free  speech.” 

Wolfson  told  GCN  he  thought  the  ruling 
was  particularly  important  because  sexually 
explicit  communication  is  a  legally  vulnera¬ 


ble  form  of  expression.  “Some  people  feel 
it’s  less  necessary  to  protect  sexual  speech 
than  it  is  to  protect  political  speech,”  he  said. 
Wolfson  added  that  many  judges  who  were 
Reagan  appointees  argue  that  sexual  speech 
is  not  eligible  for  protection  under  the  First 
Amendment  at  all. 

The  anti-pom  statute  was  called  into  ques¬ 
tion  by  five  phone  sex  operators  in  New  York 
who  filed  suit  against  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department.  Wolfson  said  that  the  operators 
had  a  stake  in  the  law  because  the  point  of  the 
various  restrictions  on  caller  access  was  to 
drive  the  companies  out  of  business  —  in 
short,  he  said,  to  “regulate  them  to  death.” 

Joel  Dichter,  one  of  the  lawyers  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  sex  lines  in  the  suit,  said  he  was 
“pleased”  by  the  decision.  He  told  GCN, 
however,  that  he  felt  “apprehension”  while 
trying  the  case  “because  it’s  a  major  step  for 
a  court  to  find  a  statute  unconstitutional.” 
Patterson  ruled  that  the  Helms-sponsored  law 
placed  an  undue  burden  not  only  on  people’s 
right  to  speak  freely  over  the  phone,  but  also 
on  the  right  of  phone  sex  companies  to  con¬ 
duct  their  operations  without  restrictions  such 
as  pre-subscription  or  prepayment  The 
judge  also  said  that  New  York’s  present  sys¬ 
tem  of  “voluntary  blocking”  offers  adequate 
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Bush  aide  fired  for  anti¬ 
gay  stance 

No  official  explanation  has  been  released  yet,  but  Washington 
insiders  say  the  special  assistant  for  public  liaison  got  the  boot 
after  opposing  the  presence  of  gay  and  lesbian  activists  at 
White  House  ceremonies 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  President  George  Bush’s 
chief  liaison  to  the  religious  right  and  other 
conservative  constituencies  lost  his  White 
House  job  for  opposing  the  attendance  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  at  bill-signing  ceremonies. 

That  report  in  the  Aug.  2  Washington 
Times  surprised  —  and  pleased  —  heads  of 
national  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  here, 
some  of  whom  had  witnessed  Bush  penning 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  a 
week  earlier. 

Bush’s  special  assistant  for  public  liaison, 
Doug  Wead,  was  fired  from  his  $55,000-a- 
year  job  Aug.  1  by  a  deputy  to  Chief  of  Staff 
John  Sununu.  According  to  the  Times,  “sev¬ 
eral  administration  sources”  attributed 
Wead’s  dismissal  to  his  opposition  to  invita¬ 
tions  to  gay  activists  to  the  signings  of  the 
Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act  on  April  23,  and 
the  ADA. 

Wead  publicly  criticized  the  invitations 
and,  in  letters  to  about  a  dozen  complainants, 
said  the  inclusion  of  gay  people  on  the  list 
was  a  staff  error.  Wead’s  claim  infuriated  his 
more  moderate  boss  Bobbie  Greene  Kilberg, 
according  to  the  Times,  which  reported  that  a 


“senior  official”  denied  any  “errors.” 

A  White  House  spokesperson  confirmed 
Wead’s  dismissal,  but  would  not  elaborate. 
Wead  himself  declined  to  comment,  saying 
he  wants  to  maintain  his  “good  relationship” 
with  the  administration  and  work  in  the  1992 
presidential  campaign. 

“Clearly,  there’s  been  a  lot  of  pressure 
being  created  by  the  extreme  right  wing 
against  the  White  House’s  position  on  inter¬ 
acting  with  gay  groups,”  said  Urvashi  Vaid, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF). 

“The  conservative  right’s  position  is  so 
undemocratic,”  she  said.  “We  went  through 
the  legislative  process  on  both  bills  with 
hours  of  lobbying  and  debating.  It’s  our  com¬ 
munity’s  right  to  be  present  and  witness  the 
signing  of  bills  which  affect  us  and  on  which 
we  worked  so  hard.” 

Wead’s  firing  and  the  criticism  Bush  has 
received  from  conservatives  indicate  “how 
extensivefly]  the  right-wing  is  losing 
ground,”  said  Robert  Bray,  NGLTF’s  public 
relations  director.  “The  White  House,  even 
the  whole  country,  may  be  moving  toward  a 
more  moderate  position,”  he  said,  adding. 
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Should  sex  between 
therapists/clients  be  legal 

Advocates  say  proposed  legislation  banning  sex  between  clients 
and  therapists  will  protect  patients,  but  detractors  argue  that 
the  vague  language  of  the  measures  could  lead  to  restrictions 
on  'consensual  sex  ' 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — Proposed  legislation  imposing 
criminal  and  civil  penalties  on  doctors  and 
therapists  who  have  sex  with  their  patients 
and  clients  has  touched  off  a  wide-ranging 
debate  here.  Feminists  and  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  activists  are  on  both  sides  of  the 
issue,  in  a  controversy  that  has  come  to 
encompass  the  meanings  of  consent,  power, 
sex,  law,  and  what  it  means  to  be  a  patient. 

On  the  one  hand,  survivors  of  sexual  abuse 
and  their  advocates  argue  that  the  legislation 
would  provide  an  essential  tool  to  prosecute 
sexual  misconduct  by  therapists  and  doctors 
who  abuse  positions  of  trust  and  power.  On 
the  other,  civil  libertarians  insist  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  law  is  too  broadly  written;  that  it 
underestimates  and  undercuts  the  power  of 
patients,  potentially  criminalizing  sex 
between  two  consenting  adults. 

Currently  under  consideration  in 
Massachusetts  are  two  separate  laws:  one 
criminal,  one  civil.  The  first  would  make  it  a 
felony  for  a  therapist  to  have  sexual  contact 
with  a  client  at  any  time  during  the  therapeu¬ 
tic  relationship,  or  for  any  health  professional 
to  have  sex  with  a  patient  during  an  office 
visit  or  medical  procedure.  The  second  would 
expand  the  basis  on  which  clients  could  sue 
medical  and  mental  health  workers  to  include 
sexual  contact,  and  would  prohibit  using  the 
patient’s  consent  or  past  sexual  history  as  a 
defense. 

The  pieces  of  legislation  are  presently 
stalled  in  committee,  because,  according  to 
published  reports,  legislators  are  concerned 
about  the  ability  of  physicians  to  defend 
themselves  against  malpractice  suits.  But 
recently,  the  proposed  laws  have  found 
detractors  in  an  unexpected  place:  among 
feminists  and  civil  libertarians.  Ruth 


Hubbard,  a  noted  feminist  geneticist  and 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts  (CLUM), 
has  perhaps  staked  out  the  clearest  position 
opposing  the  law  in  her  letters  to  the  local 
feminist  newspaper.  Sojourner,  and  CLUM’s 
board.  Her  position  has  raised  questions  and 
found  adherents  among  lesbians  and  gay  men 
here. 

“It  is  too  facile  a  solution  to  what  is  a  very 
real  problem,”  Hubbard  told  GCN.  “We  do 
not  want  police  and  judges  in  our  bedrooms. 
We’re  talking  about  two  adults  entering  a 
relationship.  I  do  not  want  to  pass  laws  that 
criminalize  consensual  sex. 

“This  law  runs  counter  to  everything  we 
have  fought  for  in  terms  of  patients'  rights 
and  patients’  empowerment,”  said  Hubbard. 
“Consent  has  to  mean  consent.  To  say  things 
like  ‘patients  are  so  enfeebled  that  they  are 
not  capable  of  consent’  is  very  dangerous.  If 
it  is  true  that  the  therapist-patient  relationship 
is  so  infantilizing,  then  perhaps  we  need  to 
re-think  that  relationship,”  she  said,  adding, 
“Perhaps  turning  one’s  life  over  to  a  therapist 
may  not  be  so  therapeutic." 

Hubbard’s  argument  has  sparked  debate  in 
the  lesbian-feminist  community,  where  thera¬ 
py  and  therapists  occupy  a  prominent  posi¬ 
tion.  Lesbian  feminist  therapist  Mykel 
Johnson  told  GCN  that  while  she  believes 
therapists  have  an  ethical  obligation  not  to 
become  involved  with  their  clients,  she  is 
troubled  by  the  political  implications  of  laws 
governing  that  behavior.  “When  we  talk 
about  date  rape,  what  we  tell  women  is  that 
their  ‘no’  means  ‘no,’”  said  Johnson.  “What 
we  are  saying  now  in  this  legislation  is  that 
there  is  automatically  a  ‘no,’  that  a  patient 
has  no  ability  to  say  ‘no’  herself. 

“Politically,  I  think  it  is  important  to  name 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“We  know,  for  example,  that  women  are 
three  times  more  likely  to  be  discharged  for 
homosexuality  than  men,  and  that  enlisted 
personnel  are  dealt  with  much  more  harshly 
than  officers.  In  my  view,  a  full  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  ban,  its  waste  of  tax  dollars  and 
disturbing  inconsistencies  regarding  race, 
sex  and  rank  will  further  underscore  the 
glaring  need  to  reverse  the  policy  immedi¬ 
ately.” 

— U.S.  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.),  who 
called  Aug.  3  for  an  ”, impartial "  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  Pentagon  policy  that  excludes 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from  serving  in  the 
U.S.  military.  Studds  pointed  out  that  an 
internal  study  released  last  year  indicating 
“ that  barring  gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
serving  is  utterly  unjustifiable,"  was  reject¬ 
ed  by  the  military.  (The  study  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  Pentagon,  suppressed,  and  finally 
made  public  last  May  under  pressure  from 
Studds  and  other  members  of  Congress.) 
Studds,  who  is  openly  gay,  recommended 
that  the  investigation  be  conducted  by  the 
General  Accounting  Office  —  “a  respected 
impartial  agency  —  armed  with  subpoena 
power  —  that  will  undertake  a  study  in 
wider  scope  than  that  conducted  by  the 
Pentagon." 

New  campaign  targets 
young  women 

WASHINGTON— The  Fund  for  the 
Feminist  Majority  is  beginning  a  campaign 
to  involve  high  school  and  college-age 
women  in  the  fight  against  restrictive  state 
abortion  laws,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

The  drive  is  named  after  Becky  Bell,  a 
17-year-old  Indianapolis  girl  who  died  from 
a  back  alley  abortion.  Initially,  the  “Becky 
Bell  Campaign”  will  be  concentrated  in 
Indiana,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Ohio, 
California,  Pennsylvania,  and  Rhode  Island. 

Susan  Schmitz 

S.F.  Walesa  Street 
'renamed1 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  local  chapter 
of  the  new  gay  activist  group  Queer  Nation 
attempted  to  tear  down  the  street  sign  mark¬ 
ing  Lech  Walesa  Street  here  Aug.  3,  but 
were  stopped  by  police.  The  street-sign  was 
removed  by  unknown  persons  later  that 
night,  according  to  the  Sentinel. 

Reports  that  the  Solidarity  leader  has  said 
he  will  “eliminate”  homosexuals  from 
Poland  if  elected  president  have  prompted 
activists  here  to  call  for  a  reconsideration  of 
naming  the  street  in  Walesa’s  honor.  The 
openly  gay  president  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  Harry  Britt,  has  also  called  for 
an  investigation  into  the  reports  and 
promised,  if  they  are  true,  to  urge  that  the 
street  be  renamed.  (See  GCN,  Aug.  12.) 

At  the  Aug.  3  demonstration  on  Lech 
Walesa  Street  (prior  to  the  removal  of  the 
sign),  Queer  Nation’s  Ray  Russ  proclaimed, 
“Let  it  be  resolved  that  from  this  point  on 
this  street  shall  be  known  as  Kowalski- 
Thompson  Street  in  honor  of  our  two  les¬ 
bian  sisters  who  fought  for  over  six  years  to 
repudiate  the  idea  that  love  is  exclusively 
for  heterosexuals.” 

The  Polish  embassy  in  Washington  has 
issued  a  statement  that  categorically  denies 
the  reports. 

Susan  Schmitz 

Dykes  challenge  health 
conference 

WASHINGTON — Charging  that  the 
medical  establishment  ignores  women’s 
concerns  about  AIDS  and  other  health 
issues  involving  women,  a  group  of  les¬ 
bians  disrupted  a  session  of  the  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Conference,  held 
here  in  July. 

The  women  entered  the  session,  which 
was  on  AIDS  medical  updates,  carrying  a 
banner  that  said,  “Talk  About  Lesbians  or 
Get  Out.”  The  protestors  were  then  invited 
to  the  platform  to  address  the  audience, 
where  they  pointed  out  the  exclusion  of 
women  from  drug  trials,  and  the  lack  of 
research  on  women  specific  AIDS  issues, 
according  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

The  group  distributed  a  flyer  that  ques¬ 
tioned  why  the  Conference  followed  “a 
white  male  definition”  of  health  concerns. 
Other  issues  listed  on  the  flyer  included 
lack  of  information  on  woman-to-woman 
transmission  of  HIV,  exclusion  of  Black 
Lesbian  experiences,  an  absence  of  work¬ 


shops  on  menopause,  cancer,  PMS  and 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  and  the  rise  in 
anti-lesbian  violence. 

“The  time  is  very  ripe  for  women’s  issues 
to  be  raised,”  said  Kathleen  Stoll  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund.  “It  is  criti¬ 
cal  that  we  as  lesbians  bring  our  voices  to 
that  effort,”  she  said.  “We  must  be  out  there 
working  with  these  issues  so  that  our  issues, 
as  we  choose  to  define  them,  will  be  includ¬ 
ed.” 

Susan  Schmitz 

Naked  men  get 
together 

OXFORD,  Penn. — The  sixth  annual 
international  gathering  of  gay  male  nudists 
will  be  held  here,  Sept.  6-9.  The  weekend 
includes  swimming,  boating,  volleyball, 
boating  and  other  recreational  activities. 
This  year’s  Mr.  Gay  Nude  Contest,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  tea  dance  and  black  tie  dinner, 
will  be  the  highlight  of  the  weekend. 

For  more  information  and  an  application 
write  to  the  Gay  Atlanta  Naturist  Group 
(GANG),  P.O.  Box  7546,  Atlanta, 

GA,  30357. 

Susan  Schmitz 

The  gay  truth 

AMSTERDAM — A  bi-weekly  magazine 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  has  begun  produc¬ 
tion  here,  and  will  be  distributed  for  free  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  according  to  the  Sentinel. 

The  layout  and  design  of  Gay  Krant, 
which  carries  news  about  movements  in  the 
Netherlands  and  France,  plus  safer  sex 
advice,  closely  resembles  another  paper  in 
the  Soviet  Union:  the  Soviet  Communist 
Party's  Pravda. 

Susan  Schmitz 

Fla.  gay  activists 
receive  hate  mail 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  —  Although 
lesbian  and  gay  lobbyists  here  say  they  are 
optimistic  about  the  outcome  of  a  pro-gay 
referendum,  the  political  battle  over 
Broward  County’s  Human  Rights  Act  has 
become  increasingly  hostile.  Those  cam¬ 
paigning  for  the  Sept.  4  ballot  question  say 
they  have  received  anti-gay  hate  mail  and 
crank  phone  calls.  Christian  opponents  of 
the  measure,  meanwhile,  say  they  have 
received  death  threats  at  their  offices.  The 
ballot  question,  if  approved  by  voters, 
would  add  sexual  orientation  to  the  Rights 
Act’s  list  of  categories  protected  against 
discrimination  (see  GCN,  August  1 8). 

According  to  Florida’s  Sun-Sentinel,  a 
mainstream  newspaper,  both  sides  have 
denounced  the  threats  and  claim  to  know 
nothing  about  who  is  making  them. 

Chris  Nealon 

Snap  cancels  show 

BOSTON — The  music  group  Snap 
announced  Aug.  14  that  it  will  not  open  the 
Soul  II  Soul  show  at  Great  Woods  on  Aug. 
26.  Two  spokespeople  for  the  band  denied 
that  the  decision  to  cancel  the  engagement 
came  as  a  result  of  pressure  from  gay 
activists  who  are  angry  over  an  incident  at  a 
local  gay  bar  involving  a  Snap  singer. 

Snap  put  in  a  late-night  appearance  at 
Buddies  on  July  19.  After  the  performance, 
witnesses  say  that  Turbo  Harris,  the  singer, 
attacked  the  bar’s  owner,  Dennis  Moreau, 
and  an  employee,  Kevin  Riley.  Witnesses 
also  said  that  Harris  shouted  anti-gay  epi¬ 
thets  during  the  attacks.  Harris,  who  main¬ 
tains  that  he  was  never  told  that  Buddies  is 
a  gay  bar  and  says  he  was  approached  sexu¬ 
ally  by  customers,  nonetheless  issued  a  let¬ 
ter  of  apology  to  Moreau.  (See  GCN,  July 
30  and  Aug.  5.) 

Local  gay  activists,  however,  have 
launched  a  boycott  against  Snap.  The  group 
behind  the  boycott.  Zap  Snap,  has,  among 
other  things,  persuaded  most  area  radio  sta¬ 
tions  to  stop  playing  Snap’s  number-one 
single,  “The  Power.”  Zap  Snap  had  also 
planned  to  travel  to  Great  Woods  and 
protest  Snap’s  appearance. 

Snap’s  management  offered  two  reasons 
for  the  last-minute  cancellation,  according 
to  the  Boston  Globe.  Dick  Scott 
Management’s  Joy  Huckaby  said  the 
engagement  “was  cancelled  because  they 
needed  three  days  to  work  on  their  [new] 
video.”  However,  B.  Stinger,  also  of  Dick 
Scott,  said  the  group  was  playing  “another 
gig”  in  the  Boston  area  that  conflicted  with 
the  show  at  Great  Woods. 

Kelly  Gaines 
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Gay  rights  group  holds 
benefit  at  ICA 


BOSTON  —  Over  200  people  attended  a  benefit  Aug.  8  for  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF)  at  the  Robert  Mapplethorpe  exhibit  currently  on  display  at  the  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Art  (ICA)  here.  The  exhibition  was  crowded  with  HRCF  supporters  who  paid  $100  each  to  attend 
the  event 

ICA  director  David  Ross  told  the  gathering  that  despite  being  charged  earlier  in  the  day  with 
three  criminal  counts  of  obscenity  and  with  displaying  pornographic  images  of  children,  he  was  opti¬ 
mistic  about  the  support  given  to  the  show  by  Boston  officials.  (The  city’s  mayor,  attorney  general, 
and  the  majority  of  the  city  council  have  all  indicated  that  they  oppose  banning  the  show.)  Ross 
expressed  greater  concern  for  his  Cincinnati  colleague,  Dennis  Barrie,  who  faces  similar  charges. 

HRCF’s  executive  director  Tim  McFeeley  (pictured,  left)  spoke  briefly  about  the  organization’s 
activities,  and  offered  his  support  of  the  ICA’s  decision  to  host  the  controversial  Mapplethorpe 
exhibit  Also  representing  HRCF  was  board  member  Gwen  Bloomingdale  (right).  HRCF  is  a  lobby¬ 
ing  group  that  supports  federal  gay  rights  legislation  and  contributes  to  campaigns  of  pro-gay  con¬ 
gressional  candidates. 

□  Laura  Pierce 

NEA  session  disrupted 

Angry  over  the  restrictions  placed  on  grants  to  lesbian,  gay 
and  feminist  artists,  D.C/s  OUT!  creates  a  visible  presence 
during  an  NEA  advisory  group  meeting 


Therapists 

Continued  from  page  I 

our  own  agency,  to  say  that  we  can  know  our 
own  desire.  I  don’t  think  we  can  say  that  we 
can’t  choose,”  she  said.  Janis  Anderson,  a 
lesbian  feminist  clinical  psychologist  thera¬ 
pist,  told  GCN  that  while  progressive  and 
feminist  therapists  may  try  to  create  more 
egalitarian  relationships,  it  is  important  to 
recognize  that  most  abuse  occurs  between 
female  clients  and  male  therapists,  who  are 
often  not  trying  to  model  either  equality  or 
feminism. 

“We  have  to  deal  with  the  reality  of  the 
kind  of  power  relationships  people  have 
now,”  she  said.  “Many  people  don’t  under¬ 
stand  yet  that  sex  between  therapists  and 
clients  is  abusive.  For  that  reason.  I’m  will¬ 
ing  to  risk  proposing  laws  that  in  another 
generation  we  hope  might  be  anachronistic,” 
said  Anderson. 

“You  can’t  get  empowerment  of  clients 
around  sexual  abuse  without  getting  empow¬ 
erment  around  other  issues,”  added  psychol¬ 
ogist  Laurie  Livingston.  “Too  often,  therapy 
appears  to  clients  to  be  a  vague,  mysterious 
process,”  she  told  GCN.  “In  a  culture  that  is 
often  oppressive  and  in  a  profession  that  is 
often  elitist,  laws  against  sexual  abuse  can  be 
a  tool  for  client  empowerment.” 

Gay  activist  and  psychotherapist  Stephen 
Harrington  said  that  the  proposed  legislation 
put  him  in  a  double  bind.  “Two  things  are 
happening  at  the  same  time,”  he  told  GCN. 
“On  one  side,  the  women’s  movement  has 
started  to  raise  consciousness  among  thera¬ 
pists  about  power  dynamics  and  the  meaning 
of  consent,  and  I  believe  there  needs  to  be 
something  on  the  books  to  protect  clients 
from  therapists’  abuse  of  power. 

“On  the  other  side,  the  AIDS  epidemic  has 
empowered  people  to  look  at  their  health 
care.  It  has  changed  how  we 

look  at  the  doctor-patient  relationship,  and 
encouraged  people  to  take  control  of  their 
health  care  from  doctors  who  weren’t  doing 
anything,”  said  Harrington.  In  this  context, 
he  said,  he  does  not  feel  comfortable  saying 
that  all  relationships  between  doctors  and 
their  clients  are  abusive. 

Transference 

Those  who  argue  for  laws  against  sex 
between  therapists  and  clients  say  that  con¬ 
sent  is  not  a  simple  matter  for  the  person  who 
goes  to  another  for  help.  They  point  in  partic¬ 
ular  to  the  dynamic  of  “transference,”  during 
which  a  client  may  re-enact  a  parental  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  therapist 

Olympia,  who  asked  that  her  real  name  not 
be  used,  said  that  in  her  experience,  a  thera¬ 
pist  can  have  tremendous  power  to  manipu¬ 
late  a  situation  in  an  abusive  way.  Olympia 
told  GCN  that  after  she  and  her  husband 
began  seeing  a  therapist  for  marital  prob¬ 
lems,  the  therapist  almost  immediately  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  husband  see  another  therapist, 
and  that  Olympia  continue. 

“Within  three  or  four  months,  I  developed 
this  intense  transference  for  her  that  was  very 
sexualized,”  she  said,  adding  that  she  wasn’t 
sure  “whether  that  was  about  my  sexuality,  or 
about  a  yearning  for  a  mother  I  never  had.” 
In  any  event,  she  said,  the  relationship 
became  very  intense  and  the  therapist  “didn’t 
know  what  to  do  about  my  transference.” 

The  therapist  then  encouraged  Olympia  to 
be  more  physical  with  her,  saying  that  what 
she  needed  was  to  be  touched.  “She  suggest¬ 
ed  that  what  I  needed  was  to  have  an  orgasm 
with  her  so  I  could  see  that  the  fantasy  was 
mors  intense  than  the  reality,”  said  Olympia. 
“She  invited  me  to  her  home  one  night.  She 
said  that  as  a  therapist,  she  really  couldn’t 
participate,  so  what  I  was  supposed  to  do  was 
lie  on  top  of  her  while  she  put  her  hip  bone  in 
my  crotch. 

“She  really  didn’t  deal  with  my  sexuality 
at  all.  I  was  having  these  feelings  for  a 
woman,  which  were  incredibly  frightening  to 
me.  And  she  was  encouraging  them,  while  at 
the  same  time  telling  me  homosexuality  was 
pathological. 

“I  was  so  dependent  on  her,  so  obsessed 
with  her,  that  I  had  basically  lost  all  my 
friends.  The  whole  thing  was  basically  a 
gradual  process  of  disempowerment,"  she 
said. 

After  returning  to  graduate  school,  said 
Olympia,  she  realized  that  the  relationship 
had  been  abusive.  She  hired  a  lawyer  and 
brought  charges  against  the  therapist.  A 
licensing  board  revoked  the  therapist’s 
license — a  process  that  cost  Olympia 
$40,000  in  legal  fees.  Realizing  that  she  was 
going  to  have  to  take  out  a  second  mortgage 
on  her  house  to  pay  for  the  legal  fees,  she 
sued  the  therapist,  this  time  in  court,  and  won 
again. 

“It  would  have  been  very  validating”  if 
laws  against  sex  between  therapists  and 


clients  had  been  on  the  books  then,  said  — 
Olympia,  adding,  “I  thought  I  was  the  only 
one  this  had  ever  happened  to,  and  I  felt  an 
enormous  amount  of  shame  about  it” 

“I  don't  think  people  really  understand  the 
extent  of  the  psychic  damage  this  kind  of 
sexual  abuse  does,”  said  lesbian  feminist 
Pam  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  Therapy  , 
Exploitation  Link  Line  (TELL),  a  year-old  I 
group  with  a  mailing  list  of  150  people  that  f 
attracts  about  30  to  50  people,  mostly 
women,  to  its  monthly  meetings.  She  told 
GCN,  “People  lose  their  jobs,  drop  out  of 
school,  and  jump  out  of  windows  as  a  result 
of  this  kind  of  abuse.” 

Bettencourt  case 

One  of  the  most  celebrated  recent  cases  of 
a  professional  charged  with  sexually  abusing 
a  patient  involves  Dr.  Paul  Bettencourt,  who 
allegedly  sexually  exploited  a  male  patient 
The  case  has  ignited  the  furor  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  (MMS), 
which  has  defended  Bettencourt,  and  provid¬ 
ed  the  impetus  for  the  MMS  to  lobby  for  — 
and  win  —  sweeping  changes  in  the  way 
cases  of  alleged  sexual  abuse  are  handled  in 
the  state. 

Four  years  ago,  a  60  Minutes  segment  doc¬ 
umented  the  failure  of  the  state  to  discipline 
doctors,  spurring  a  reorganization  of  the 
Board  of  Registration  in  Medicine,  and  the 
appointment  of  feminist  director  Barbara 
Neuman.  In  recent  years,  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  doctors  and  psychiatrists  have  been 
disciplined  for  unethical  conduct,  including 
Bettencourt,  who  lost  his  license  as  a  result 
of  the  sexual  abuse  accusations. 

Bettencourt's  case  was  one  of  several  that 
encouraged  the  MMS  last  year  to  lobby  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  an  amendment  to  revoke  the 
licensing  board’s  power  to  hear  cases  and 
administer  punishment.  Currently,  cases  are 
being  transferred  to  the  state  Division  of 
Administrative  Law. 

Neuman  was  fired  as  well,  many  believe 
because  of  pressure  from  the  MMS.  At  a 
public  hearing  held  in  May  to  consider  her 
dismissal,  many  of  the  people  who  testified 
on  Neuman’s  behalf  were  women  survivors 
of  sexual  abuse  by  psychiatrists  and  doctors. 

'The  most  recent  victory  for  the  MMS 
came  Aug.  8,  when  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(SJC)  ruling  challenged  the  licensing  board’s 
decision  to  revoke  Bettencourt’s  license. 

“You  ask  the  wolf  to  guard  the  chicken 
coop,  and  you  wind  up  with  dead  chickens,” 
said  TELL’s  Mitchell.  “The  MMS  exists  to 
protect  doctors’  asses.  There  has  to  be  some¬ 
one  independent  of  the  professional  societies 
to  turn  to.” 

A  gay  angle? 

Ironically,  Kevin  Cathcart  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD), 
which  was  involved  in  the  Bettencourt  litiga¬ 
tion  to  ensure  that  abuse  reported  by  a  gay 
man  was  treated  seriously,  uses  that  case  to 
detail  his  opposition  to  the  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion. 

“What  is  the  court  system  in  this  country, 
if  not  wolves?”  he  asked.  “The  same  SJC 
that  challenged  the  Bettencourt  case  would 
be  deciding  sexual  abuse  cases  if  this  law 
passed.  The  same  district  courts  and  private 
lawyers  who  have  consistently  resisted  pros¬ 
ecuting  rape  and  battering  would  be  given 
the  power  to  decide  these  cases.” 

Cathcart  told  GCN  that  because  the  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  covers  the  broad  category 
of  health  professionals,  the  relationship 
between  therapist  and  client  is  legally  equat¬ 
ed  with  a  much  more  casual  relationship  — 
such  as  between  a  patient  and  the  person  who 
he  or  she  sees  for  a  tetanus  shot  or  between  a 
patient  and  a  podiatrist. 

“When  you  criminalize  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  -  some  of  which  are  abusive,  and  some 
of  which  are  not  -  you  create  a  law  that  is 
going  to  be  selectively  enforced,”  said 
Cathcart  “That  puts  incredible  power  in  the 
hands  of  police  and  prosecutors.”  He  drew 
comparisons  with  age  of  consent  laws,  which 
criminalize  all  sex  involving  people  under  a 
certain  age  (16  in  Massachusetts),  but  are  pri¬ 
marily  used  to  prosecute  gay  sex.  “I  think 
what  we  may  find  is  that  this  law  would  be 
used  primarily  against  gay  doctors,”  he  said. 

Cathcart  added  that  in  fighting  to  overturn 
sodomy  laws,  gay  activists  frequently  make 
the  argument  that  the  government  should  not 
regulate  sex  between  consenting  adults.  He 
said  that  approval  of  such  laws  as  the  thera¬ 
pist/client  legislation  currently  under  consid¬ 
eration  could  undermine  that  argument. 

“Passing  a  law  does  not  stop  bad  things 
from  happening,”  said  Cathcart  “There  are 
laws  against  rape  and  battering,  it  is  illegal  to 
molest  children,  but  there  is  an  epidemic  of 
violence  against  women  and  children  in  this 
society. 

“Laws  don’t  change  things.  Movements 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Over  250  people  held  a 
picket/performance  outside  the  offices  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA) 
here  Aug.  4  to  protest  the  climate  of  political 
intimidation  caused  by  restrictions  on  NEA 
grants. 

Inside  the  offices,  some  50  arts  activists 
packed  a  contentious  meeting  of  NEA  advi¬ 
sory  group,  the  National  Council  of  the  Arts 
(NCA).  About  a  dozen  risked  arrest  when 
they  disrupted  the  NCA  session,  but  D.C. 
police  removed  the  protesters  and  did  not 
charge  them. 

“Censorship  is  obscene,  homo-art  must  be 
seen,”  came  the  chants  from  outside  the 
meeting  room  window.  “Art  scares  dicta¬ 
tors,”  read  one  of  the  many  colorful  placards 
held  high  by  picketers. 

The  three-hour  action,  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  NCA  meeting,  was  organized  by 
OUT!  (Oppression  Under  Target),  D.C.’s 
premier  lesbian  and  gay  direct  action  group. 
The  activists  demanded: 

•  Restoration  of  funding  for  four  openly 
lesbian,  gay  and/or  feminist  performance 
artists:  Holly  Hughes,  Karen  Finley,  Tim 
Miller,  and  John  Fleck 

•  Swift  passage  of  the  NEA  reauthoriza¬ 
tion  bill  that  will  be  debated  when  Congress 
returns  from  recess 

•  No  restrictions  on  public  funding  for  art 
by  gay  men,  lesbians,  and  other  artists 
addressing  sexuality  issues,  and 

•  No  “cave-in  to  right-wing  fanatics  fur¬ 
thering  their  agenda  of  hate  through  repres¬ 
sion” 

“A  lot  of  people  say  ‘save  the  NEA  at  any 
cost,"  said  artist  Hughes,  a  Michigan  native 
who  now  lives  in  New  York  City’s  East 
Village.  “I  wouldn’t  lick  another  stamp  to 
save  a  white  male  social  club,”  she  said, 
explaining,  “My  mother  made  me  work  for 
Nixon  when  I  was  12.  I’m  going  to  be  paying 
that  karma  off  for  a  long  time.” 

Other  artists  performing  at  the  rally  includ¬ 
ed  lesbian  poet  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt,  who 
received  an  NEA  grant  earlier  this  year; 
Black  lesbian  poet  and  film-maker  Michelle 
Parkerson;  and  Adam  Gale,  who  stripped 
naked,  wrapped  himself  in  bright  yellow  bar¬ 
ricade  tape  marked  “Caution,”  and  howled. 

Many  speakers  urged  support  of  Harvey 


Gantt,  the  former  mayor  of  Charlotte,  N.C., 
who  is  the  Democratic  nominee  against 
incumbent  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.),  per¬ 
haps  the  most  outspoken  proponent  of  NEA 
restrictions.  Some  also  chastised  the  NEA’s 
chair  for  bowing  to  pressure  from  conserva¬ 
tives,  like  Helms. 

“Eliminating  racism,  sexism,  homophobia, 
ableism  and  other  intolerant  views  from  cul¬ 
tural  policy  is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways 
we  have  to  eliminate  them  from  the  life  of 
the  rest  of  the  nation,”  said  Rebecca  Moore 
of  New  York  City’s  Ad  Hoc  Artists  Group. 
Content  restrictions,  she  said,  “cause  censor¬ 
ship,  fuel  homophobia,  and  cause  the  NEA  to 
go  against  their  long-standing  policy  of  fund¬ 
ing  works  because  of  their  artistic  merit. 
Today  we  champion  the  right  of  all  artists  to 
express  themselves  without  fear  of  censor¬ 
ship  and  political  persecution.” 

Hughes  said  she  can’t  work  “within  a  sys¬ 
tem  that  destroys  artists  it  was  intended  to 
serve.”  Still,  she  said  hopefully,  “it  might  be 
possible  to  press  the  system  to  live  up  to 
NEA’s  original  charter  to  reflect  America's 
cultural  diversity  and  demand  a  bigger,  juici¬ 
er  piece  of  the  pie  for  all.” 

OUT!  ’s  Scott  Sanders  said  he’s  “outraged 
that  the  art  that  speaks  to  my  experience  as  a 
gay  man  is  gagged  by  the  U.S.  government, 
which  takes  my  tax  dollars.”  Arts  funding 
“must  be  uncensored,  unrestricted,”  echoed 
activist  Stuart  Campbell,  one  of  at  least  35 
people  on  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  picket 
line. 

Betty  Ann  Kane,  candidate  for  D.C.’s  del¬ 
egate  seat  in  Congress,  joined  the  picket  in 
support  of  increased  arts  funding.  She  called 
the  NEA’s  $171  million  appropriation  “a 
token  commitment”  by  the  government.  The 
allotment  is  $22  million  less  than  the 
Pentagon  spent  on  military  bands  in  fiscal 
1990. 

Barbara  Helmick,  head  of  a  national  citi¬ 
zens'  action  coalition  and  an  openly  lesbian 
commissioner  in  D.C.’s  neighborhood  gov¬ 
ernment,  added,  “NEA  is  unfairly  going  after 
political  and  gay  artists.”  She  called  NEA 
restrictions  “one  of  the  most  visible  ways  the 
gay  community  is  being  discriminated 
against” 

Criticizing  NEA  head  John  Frohnmayer 
for  reiterating  his  opposition  to  “obscenity” 

.  Continued  on  page  i 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  lor  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualification*:  Strong  organizational,  communi¬ 
cations,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales 
or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  August  31, 1990 

Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description.  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  wad  processing  of  all  arti¬ 
cle  sfor  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  fa  clas¬ 
sified  ads  and  bookstore  distributio,  work  with  pro¬ 
motions  staff  on  inaeasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualification*:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers. 
(Microsoft  Wad). 

Deadline:  Applications  by  August  31, 1990 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feel¬ 
ings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to 
ideas  expressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome 
ail  contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contribu¬ 
tions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space 
available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  Is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff.  Board  or  membership. 


Two  words 

Dear  GCN: 

Once  again  I  attended  a  memorial  service 
this  week  and  once  again  I  left  disappointed 
and  angry.  During  90  minutes  of  listening  to 
soloists,  poems,  clergy,  and  friends,  no  one 
said  either  of  these  two  words:  "AIDS"  or 
"LOVER  "  Yes,  the  man  died  of  "AIDS,  and 
yes,  he  had  a  devoted  lover. 

When  referring  to  the  deceased's  lover,  his 
"close"  friends  identified  the  lover  as  a  "best 


friend,"  "workout  buddy,"  or  "parmer. "  Even 
those  who  spoke  at  the  service  who  had  trav¬ 
elled  the  same  road  of  illness  and  loss  with 
their  own  spouses  referred  to  them  as  "com¬ 
panions"  or  "partners."  Why  not  lover?  If  the 
service  were  for  a  married  person,  surely  all 
speakers  would  have  referred  to  the  deceased 
and  their  spouse  as  "husband”  or  "wife." 
Many  of  us  are  uneasy  about  the  word 
"lover,”  but  it  is  the  intimate  title  that  we  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  for  our  "husband" 
or  "wife.”  Avoiding  its  use  at  services  is 
wrong,  even  inexcusable.  Both  men  loved 
each  other  and  respected  each  other  until 
death  did  they  part 

Avoiding  the  use  of  "AIDS"  in  the  service 
was  noticeably  awkward.  Great  lengths  were 
used  in  describing  the  departed's  illness  as 
"this  disease"  or  "the  battle."  Even  the  minis¬ 
ter  at  the  service,  at  Arlington  St.  Church, 
never  prayed  for  "AIDS  healing,"  but  only 
more  general  concerns.  How  are  we  going  to 
heal  when  we  can't  even  confront  this  dis¬ 
ease  by  name? 

Say  it.  AIDS.  Say  it  again.  AIDS.  Now 
shout  it  out  as  angrily  as  it  makes  you  feel. 
AIDS!  AIDS!  AIDS! 

I  left  that  service  feeling  disappointed  and 
angry.  So  did  others.  I  wonder  how  PWAs 
felt  leaving  the  service,  going  off  to  fight 
"the  battle."  I  wonder  how  his  lover  felt 
when  he  left,  described  as  only  a  "best 
friend.” 

Sincerely, 
Stephen  Curtis 

H  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Be  part  of  the  solution 
instead  of  the  problem 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Pride  Committee  is  being  unfairly 
labeled  as  unresponsive  to  HIV-positive  con¬ 
cerns.  This  letter  is  my  attempt  (as  an  indi¬ 
vidual  and  NOT  the  Pride  Committee)  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  insane  implication  that  the  Pride 
Committee  is  insensitive  to  the  issues  of 
HIV-positive  individuals. 

Benjamin  Incerti  was  a  Pride  speaker  at 
the  Boston  Common.  He  announced  that  he 
was  HIV-positive  and  that  he  was  furious 
that  no  HIV-positive  people  were  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  speak  at  Pride.  Confused?  Me  too! 
What  was  he  -  chopped  liver?  He  further 
went  on  to  announce  that  the  Pride 
Committee  had  to  be  threatened  to  permit 
HIV-positive  folks  to  speak  at  Pride.  That  is 
absolute  rubbish!  The  following  is  the  actual 
truth. 

When  Steven  Busby  and  I  spoke  before 
Pride,  I  agreed  to  have  three  additional 
speakers  (PWAs)  on  City  Hall  Plaza  for 
Pride.  I  agreed  to  this  because  we  (Mr. 
Busby  and  I)  both  lamented  the  regrettable 
job  the  community  did  with  nominating/vot¬ 
ing  for  Pride  speakers  on  the  Common  and  I 
honestly  felt  that  more  exposure  of  PWA 
issues  was  in  the  community's  best  interest. 
Prior  to  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Busby,  I 
already  knew  there  would  be  an  HlV-posi- 
tive  individual  representing  ACT  UP  speak¬ 
ing  at  Pride. 

After  agreeing  to  have  Mr.  Busby  invite 
three  PWA  speakers  (to  include  at  least  one 
woman  and  one  person  of  color)  he  then  told 
me  that  a  civil  disobedience  action  was 
planned  against  the  Pride  Committee.  At  that 
point,  I  did  not  take  this  news  well  and  told 
him  point  blank  that  I  was  seriously  consid¬ 
ering  rescinding  my  offer  of  the  additional 
PWA  speakers  - 1  seem  to  have  a  severe  dis- 
tast  for  extortion  (a.k.a.  Ted  Karavidas  at  the 
5/31/90  Pride  meeting  -  oh,  but  that's  another 
story). 

When  the  second  PWA  speaker  at  the 
Plaza  reiterated  what  the  first  had  said  about 
the  need  to  threaten  the  Pride  Committee  in 
order  to  get  their  voices  heard,  I  was  not 
amused.  Steven  Busby  and  I  both  know  that 
I  made  the  offer  for  additional  speakers 
before  civil  disobedience  was  even  men¬ 
tioned. 

Rumors  about  the  Pride  Committee  were 
more  ridiculous  this  year  than  last.  The  peo¬ 
ple  spreading  the  rumors  never  seem  to  come 
out  of  the  woodwork  until  the  eleventh  hour 
before  the  event.  If  you  have  never  planned 
an  event  for  70,000-plus  people,  you  have  no 
clue  about  the  myriad  of  details  which 
require  attention,  energy  and  funding.  The 
speakers,  entertainers,  ASL  interpreters, 
stages,  sound  equipment,  booklets,  comfort 
castles,  permits,  insurance,  police,  ambu¬ 
lances,  childcare,  live  FM  radio 
broadcast...do  not  arrive  by  magic  (although 
magic  is  probably  the  most  precise  term  I 
could  use  to  describe  the  process).  The  Pride 
Committee  is  a  100  percent  volunteer  organi- 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


zation  and  every  year  we  host  the  largest 
lesbian,  gay  and  bi  event  in  New  England. 

During  the  20th  Reunion  Brunch  on  June 
10th,  the  Pride  movement's  founders  had  the 
following  advice,  to  wit:  Spend  less  time 
attacking  each  other  and  focus  more  energy 
into  your  own  work  and  against  individuals 
and  groups  who  are  really  hurting  us. 

My  presumption  is  that  most  of  the 
70,000-plus  participants  at  Pride  had  a  rea¬ 
sonably  positive  experience.  For  those 
groups  and  individuals  who  would  like  to 
see  changes  in  Pride's  future,  stop  your 
whining  and  bashing.  Become  part  of  the 
solution  instead  of  the  problem.  (Please 
keep  in  mind  that  if  you  have  a  suggestion, 
you  have  to  be  willing  to  implement  it  -  this 
little  caveat  is  how  we  limit  the  bullshit  quo¬ 
tient  at  meetings  and  increase  substantive 
productivity  —  thus  explaining  how  so  few 
volunteers  are  able  to  pull  off  such  an  enor¬ 
mous  event.) 

The  Pride  Committee  is  located  at  338 
Newbury  St.,  #202L,  Boston,  MA  02115  or 
call  (617)  262-3149. 

Sincerely, 
Carol  Wessling 
H  West  Medford,  Mass. 

A  lack  of  credibility 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  very  concerned  that  your  staff  inter¬ 
viewed  John  Sakowitz  for  your  recent  article 
about  AIDS  Project  Worcester,  and  any 
homophobia  which  may  exist  there. 

When  Mr.  Sakowitz  was  the  executive 
director  of  APW,  he  proved  himself  to  be 
very  homnopbic.  He  read  a  letter  from  State 
Rep.  Marie  Parente  at  a  volunteer  dinner. 
When  we  at  the  Worcester  County  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Alliance  wrote  to  him  expressing 
our  concern  with  that  decision,  we  outlined 
her  witch  hunt  against  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
including  her  vocal  opposition  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights  bill,  and  her  introduc- 
tioon  of  the  bill  which  effectively  bans  us 
from  acting  as  foster  parents.  Mr.  Sakowitz 
replied  "Regarding  your  allegations  of 
Representative  Parente's  "homophobia,"  I 
can  only  say  that  in  writing  the  letter  [she] 
has  demonstrated  that  she  is  not 
AIDSphobic."  He  sent  a  copy  of  his  reply  to 
the  good  legislator. 

Shortly  before  his  departure  from  APW, 
Mr.  Sakowitz  saw  fit  to  call  the  Gay 
Outreach  Cordinator  a  "fucking  faggot"  in 
front  of  other  staff  and  clients  of  the  project. 
His  lack  of  respect  for  our  community  also 
extended  to  "outing"  Ed  Koch  on  the 
"People  are  Talking"  television  show.  While 
the  dialogue  on  outing  is  far  from  over,  it  is 
certainly  widely  felt  that  the  practice  should 
be  limited  to  lesbians  and  gay  men  outing 
each  other,  not  straight  people  outing  us. 

With  the  lack  of  credibility  Mr.  Sakowitz 
left  behind  in  Worcester,  he  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  comment  on  issues  of  con¬ 
cern  to  our  community. 

Sincerely, 
Martha  J.  Brockway 
g  Jefferson,  Mass. 

"Cruise  girls  II" 

Dear  GCN: 

The  vigil  commemorating  the  lives  of 
women  who  die  as  a  result  of  illegal  abor¬ 
tions  and  acknowledging  the  Supreme 
Court's  recent  attacks  on  abortion  rights  was 
a  significant  event.  Rarely  are  the  issues  of 
reproductive  rights,  health  care,  parental 
consent  and  abortion  rights  linked,  let  alone 
linked  by  members  of  the  entire  community 
-  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  straight,  black,  his- 
panic,  white,  ybung  and  old,  capitalist  and 
communist. 

Laura  Briggs’  article  in  GCN  (July  15-21, 
1990)  thoroughly  trivialized  the  event.  Were 
the  same  article  to  appear  in  the  straight 
press,  its  last  paragraph  would  be  called 
"gay-baiting."  And  so  it  is.  Describing  a 
vigil  as  a  place  for  cruising,  regardless  of 
who's  cruising  whom,  is  insulting  and 
offensive  to  the  participnts  and  to  the  orga¬ 
nizers.  If  the  straight  press  reprinted  a  quote 
from  someone  describing  the  recent  anti 
gay-bashing  vigil  as  a  place  to  cruise,  the 
outcry  would  be  deafening.  The  habitual 
trivialization  of  women-oriented  events  is 
repulsive  and  I  would  expect  a  more  respon¬ 
sible  approach  from  GCN. 

A  great  disservice  was  done  not  only  to 
all  present,  but  to  the  lives  of  women  and 
girls  who  have  died  asserting  the  right  to 
control  their  own  destinies. 

Cordially, 
Pamela  H.  Fradkin 
■  Brighton,  Mass. 


Who  decides  when  to  come  out  ? 

By  Joyce  Kauffman  and  Betsy  Smith 


We  are  concerned,  as  are  many  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  about  how  to 
respond  to  "outing."  The  recent  incident  on 
the  "People  Are  Talking"  show  has  given 
rise  to  a  number  of  discussions  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  We  have  noticed  that  there  seems  to 
be  a  significant  difference  of  opinion 
between  gay  men,  on  the  one  hand,  and  les¬ 
bians,  on  the  other.  We  feel  that  the  current 
debate  lacks  a  certain  perspective  which 
must  be  addressed. 

First,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  we  do  not 
support  "outing"  per  se.  That  it  smacks  of  a 
McCarthy-esque  tactic  hardly  needs  to  be 
said.  The  lesbian  and  gay  movement  has 
worked  extremely  hard  to  protect  our  rights 
to  self-determination.  Such  self-determina¬ 
tion  is  embodied  not  only  in  our  right  to  be 
gay  and  lesbian,  but  also  in  our  right  to 
choose  if  and  when  we  come  out  publicly. 
Our  own  self-determination  and  that  of  other 
oppressed  people  in  the  world  is  at  the  heart 
of  our  movement  and  this  seems  to  be  get¬ 
ting  lost  in  the  discussion. 

The  forced  "outing"  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  past  has  virtually  always  been  to 
discredit  us.  The  purported  goal  of  "outing" 
in  its  new  incarnation  is  to  provide  role  mod¬ 
els.  We  would  ask:  what  is  the  good  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  role  model  who  does  not  want  to  be 
out?  Of  course,  there  would  be  massive 
change  in  our  collective  consciousness  if  all 
gay  and  lesbian  people  came  out  publicly, 
and  that  would  be  wonderful.  The  reality  - 
and  this  causes  us  a  great  deal  of  sorrow  -  is 
that  it  is  not  safe  for  all  of  us  to  come  out.  It 
is  particularly  not  safe  for  women  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  who  are  more  vulnerable  and 


who  may  have  more  at  stake  than  white  men. 

Repeatedly,  in  the  many  discussions  we 
have  had,  and  have  heard  about,  more  men 
than  women  are  inclined  to  consider  "out¬ 
ing"  as  a  political  strategy.  Why  is  this? 
First,  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  there  have 
been  differences,  either  in  opinion  or  in  a 
sense  of  priority,  that  break  down  along  gen¬ 
der  lines  in  our  movement.  Remember  abor¬ 
tion?  Admittedly,  many  men  now  include 
fighting  for  abortion  rights  on  their  political 
agenda,  but  this  has  taken  time. 

Many  of  us  feel  that  while  lesbians  have 
consistently  supported  issues  that  gay  men 
see  as  important  (working  on  AIDS-related 
issues,  for  example),  gay  men  frequently 
have  not  returned  the  favor  and  fail  to  make 
much  of  an  effort  to  understand  how  various 
issues  affect  us. 

We  question  why  gay  men  support  outing 
as  a  tactic.  Does  it  stem  from  a  feeling  of 
rage  and  desperation  --  which  we  all 
undoubtedly  feel  -  about  how  relatively  lit¬ 
tle  has  been  done  about  AIDS?  Even  so,  why 
is  there  such  a  lack  of  understanding  of  the 
impact  of  outing  on  the  more  vulnerable  in 
our  community?  It  has  not  gone  unnoticed 
that,  simultaneous  to  the  rise  of  "outing," 
there  has  been  a  rise  in  gay-bashing.  If  you 
are  in  the  closet  at  work,  would  you  want 
someone  else  to  come  out  for  you? 

We  all,  lesbians  and  gay  men  alike,  feel  a 
sense  of  rage  at  the  state  of  the  world.  Many 
of  us  feel  very  frustrated  that,  after  so  many 
years  of  struggle,  so  little  has  changed.  And 
it  is  hard  to  tolerate  hypocritical  homophobic 
politicians  who  vote  for  limited  AIDS  fund¬ 
ing  by  day  and  have  sex  with  men  at  night. 


Homphobia  runs  deep  in  our  culture  and 
internalized  homophobia  has  certainly  not 
disappeared. 

It  is  important,  however,  to  keep  all  this  in 
some  kind  of  perspective.  There  are,  in  fact, 
many,  many  more  people  who  are  more 
"out"  in  their  lives,  and  in  the  world,  than 
there  were  20,  or  even  10,  years  ago.  These 
kinds  of  changes  do  not  happen  Overnight  - 
they  occur  over  time. 

It  is  important  also  to  look  at  the  long 
term  effects  of  our  behavior.  It  doesn't  seem 
so  farfetched  to  think  that  people  may 
become  even  more  closeted  under  the  threat 
of  being  "outed"  even  though  the  focus  thus 
far  has  been  on  a  selected  group  of  politi¬ 
cians  and  entertainers.  The  reason  why  peo¬ 
ple  are  more  "out"  in  their  lives  now  is  pre¬ 
cisely  because  we  have  worked  so  hard  to 
develop  a  strong  and  visible  gay  community 
which  makes  it  safer  for  people  to  be  out  - 
which  allows  people  to  come  out  to  them¬ 
selves,  their  families,  and  the  world  in  a  way 
over  which  we  have  control. 

We  believe  that  "outing"  is  a  misguided 
strategy  if  what  we  are  about  is  creating  a 
world  where  it  is  safe  to  be  gay  and  lesbian. 
And  we  also  believe  that  how  that  world  is 
created  will  impact  the  kind  of  world  it  is. 
Depriving  pepole  of  the  right  to  privacy  and 
the  right  to  determine  how  much  of  their 
lives  they  share  with  others  will  not  lead  us 
to  freedom. 

Both  Joyce  and  Betsy  have  been  activists 
in  the  women's  and  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ments  for  nearly  20  years. 


Just  because  we  are  all 
lesbians 

Dear  GCN: 

We  prisoners  here  in  so-called  "protec¬ 
tion",  which  is  really  just  isolation,  have 
declared  a  hunger  strike,  and  would  appreci¬ 
ate  letters  of  support  from  GCN  readers. 

Just  last  night  my  cellmate  and  I  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  abuse  by  officials.  Why?  For  the 
sole  reason  of  not  backing  down  and  for 
speaking  up  for  our  rights.  However,  no 
amount  of  beatings  will  keep  us  from  exer¬ 
cising  our  beliefs.  Just  because  we  are  all 
lesbians  doesn't  mean  that  we  are  unable  to 
be  any  less  human. 

Any  support  would  be  highly  appreciated. 
They  try  their  hardest  to  stop  us  from  pass¬ 
ing  GCN  back  and  forth  between  us,  but 
they  can't  stop  our  determination. 

In  struggle  and  solidarity, 

Clara  Wittier 
B151937 
Box  147 

g|  Lowell,  FL  32663 

HIV  prisoners:  housing  and 
work  in  California 

Dear  GCN: 

I've  been  receiving  GCN  for  several 
months  now,  and  I  can  honestly  say  that  I'm 
glad  I've  done  my  time  here  in  California.  It 
certainly  hasn't  been  fun,  but  after  reading 
about  what  gay  prisoners  are  going  through 
in  other  states,  I  admit  that  the  attitude  here 
is  liberal  in  comparison. 

Gay  prisoners  are  in  the  general  popula¬ 
tion  unless  they  are  on  hormones,  in  which 
case  they  are  sent  to  the  Cal.  Medical 
Facility.  There  are  many  that  are  "too  flam¬ 
boyant"  for  dorm  living  so  they  are  housed 
in  level  3  (cells). 

Until  this  year  all  HIV  infected  prisoners 
were  housed  in  special  wings  at  the  Cal. 
Medical  Facility  or  the  Cal.  Institute  for 
Men,  where  they  were  segregated  from  the 
rest  of  the  population.  Now  the  Dept,  of 
Corrections  has  begun  a  one-year  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  in  which  they  are  allowing  HIV  prison¬ 
ers  to  work  and  program  along  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  population.  They  are  still  being  housed 
separately  at  these  four  institutions  (one  of 
which  is  the  Cal.  Institution  for  Women), 
with  the  exception  of  San  Luis  Obispo, 
where  HIV  prisoners  are  living  and  working 
along  with  the  general  population. 

It's  really  just  a  start  considering  there  are 
20  some  prisons  in  California,  with  new 
ones  opening  monthly,  but  it's  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  In  all  actuality  there  are 
enough  gay  prisoners  in  California  and 
across  the  country  that  special  accomoda¬ 


tions  should  be  made  for  us,  rather  than  just 
being  thrown  in  isolation  and  forgotten 
about. 

Anyway,  I  just  wanted  your  readers, 
including  other  prisoners,  to  know  what's 
happening  out  here.  I'll  be  helping  your  pro¬ 
ject  out  when  I  parole  later  this  year. 

Thank  you! 
Peter  Cockshutte 
E00197, 120-2-44u 
PO  Box  9 

H  Avenal,  CA  93204 

They  were  telling  me  that  I 
am  obscene 


Dear  GCN: 

Recently  I  received  several  books  from 
the  GCN  Prisoner  Project.  These  books  were 
sent  to  the  publications  review  committee 
here  at  the  prison.  This  morning  I  met  with 
the  committee  and  was  told,  "The  books 
deal  with  homosexuality  and  thus  are 
obscene." 

I'm  talking  about  poetry  books  and  novels 
here.  Even  a  copy  of  the  Gayellow  Pages 


[listing  of  gay\lesbian  publications,  clubs, 
etc.]  was  declared  obscene.  In  a  nutshell, 
what  they  were  saying  was  that  anything 
that  deals  with  homosexuality  is  obscene, 
therefore  I  guess  they  were  telling  me  that  I 
am  obscene! 

The  straight  population  here  is  allowed  to 
receive  all  of  the  sexually  explicit  maga¬ 
zines  and  books  that  they  want.  But  the  gay 
and  bisexual  population  has  all  of  our  mail 
censored.  Most  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners 
are  afraid  to  stand  up  for  their  right  to 
receive  books  because  most  of  them  want  to 
keep  a  low  profile  while  locked  up.  I  have 
felt  the  same  way,  but  I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
being  treated  as  if  I  have  no  rights.  I'm  gay 
and  proud  of  it  and  I'm  going  to  fight  to  get 
our  reading  material  into  this  and  other 
Illinois  prisons. 

Anyone  out  there  who  has  a  few  minutes 
and  a  stamp  can  write  to:  The  Publication 
Review  Committee,  c\o  Ms  Diane  Rockett 
or  Ms  Harriett  McDonald,  Box  1700, 
Galesburg,  IL  61401.  Let  them  here  what 
you  think  about  being  declared  obscene. 

Maurice  Lewis 
Box  1700  -  N 10502 
■  Galesburg,  IL  6 1 40 1 


[Ed.  note:  The  article  referenced  in 
"Cruise  girls  II"  was  written  by  freelance 
writer  Liz  Galst,  not  by  GCN  staff  writer 
Laura  Briggs.] 


Note:  GCN  will  be  on  vacation 
August  20  -  Augut  24,  1990.  The  next 
issue  will  be  available  August  31, 1990. 


SUSTAIN  GCN 


Join  the  growing  number 
of  GCN  Sustainers  who 
donate  $120  or  more  a 
year  to  support  GCN! 
Become  a  Sustainer  and 
receive  a  free  subscrip¬ 
tion  for  yourself,  two  1 2- 
week  gift  subs  to  give 
away,  our  in-house 
newsletter,  and  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  our  annual 
Sustainer  party. 

The  movement  needs  the  kind  of  chal¬ 
lenging  and  provocative  coverage  that 
GCN  provides." 

-  Urvashi  Vald,  Director,  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

□  I  want  to  make  a  tax-deductible 
pledge  of: 

□  $1000  □  $480 

□  $240  □  $180 

□  $120  □  Other:$ _ 

□  To  be  paid  in  how  many  equal 
installments? 

□  One  □  Two 

□  Three  □  Four 

Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 
order  to  GCN 

□  Bill  me  at  the  above  address 

□  Charge  my.  _ VISA  _ 

Mastercard _ 

Acct  #: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount::  $ _  per  year 

Signature: _ 
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Bush 

Continued  from  page  I 

“Anti-democratic,  extremist  groups  are  run¬ 
ning  scared.” 

The  White  House  withdrew  invitations  to 
the  ADA  signing  to  seven  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  staffers,  including  Chai 
Feldblum,  who  had  worked  on  the  legislation 
for  two  years  as  lead  lawyer. 

“It  was  petty,  we  felt,  punitive,”  said  Bray. 
Having  Feldblum  present,  “would  have  been 
a  very  sweet  experience  for  all  of  us,”  he 
said. 

This  “squeeze  play”  is  only  one  of  many 
battles  between  Wead  and  liberals  on  Bush’s 
staff,  wrote  conservative  columnist  Cal 
Thomas,  formerly  of  the  Moral  Majority. 
Thomas  called  on  Bush  to  fire  “those  whose 
philosophies  more  closely  represent  the 
Democratic  Party  platform.” 

One  conservative  quoted  by  the  Times  said 
the  gay  invitations  to  the  ADA  signing 
were“further  evidence  that  the  Bush  admin¬ 
istration  gives  lip  service  to  social  conserva¬ 
tives  while  making  policy  decisions  in  favor 
of  the  homosexual  lobby.” 

Bush  declined  an  invitation  to  address  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  June  12 
because  of  hostile  reaction  to  inviting  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  the  White  House. 

“We  commend  him  for  standing  by  his 
principles  of  inclusion  and  his  commitment 
to  diversity  not  withstanding  the  John 
Sununus  and  other  conservatives,”  said  the 
NGLTF’s  Bray. 

But  SBC  head  Richard  Land  wrote  Bush 
to  say  that  his  “active  courting  of  the  homo¬ 
sexual  lobby  goes  far  beyond  any  argument 
of  being  ‘president  of  all  the  people’... and 
grievously  damaged  your  standing  among 
many  constituents.”  □ 

NEA 

Continued  from  page  3 

and  withholding  grants  for  controversial 
artists,  Jock  Reynolds,  a  former  San 
Francisco  State  University  teacher  and  now 
director  of  a  gallery  in  Andover,  Mass., 
called  for  the  resignation  of  NEA  the  chair. 
“The  way  he’s  handled  this  meeting  has  been 
devastating,”  he  said. 

NCA  blocks  grants 

The  NCA  refused  to  recommend  grants  for 
Hughes  and  Finley  on  procedural  grounds, 
which  allowed  Frohnmayer  to  postpone  a 
decision  until  after  Congress  considers 
NEA’s  reauthorization.  Charging  that 
Frohnmayer  was  “out  of  order,”  activists 
blew  shrill  whistles  to  protest  the  move  by 
the  NEA  head,  a  Bush  appointee. 


Activists  interrupt  NCA  meeting,  Aug.  4 

Also  rejected  were  grants  to  the  Arts 
Company  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 
Contemporary  Exhibitions,  Inc.  In  Los 
Angeles.  “It’s  bogus,”  said  Hughes.  “They 
don’t  want  to  fund  openly  lesbian  and  gay 
art,  art  that  deals  with  sexual  politics.” 

Although  the  advisory  panel  restored  two 
$40,000  grants  to  Philadelphia’s  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art,  which  curated  the  contro¬ 
versial  Robert  Mapplethorpe  exhibit,  the 
institute’s  director,  Patrick  Murphy,  criticized 
the  NCA’s  overall  decisions. 

Murphy  said  that  NEA  critics  want  fund¬ 
ing  for  “pleasant,  acceptable”  art  that  is  not 
political  or  ideological  and  does  not  advocate 
social  change.  “That’s  the  prescription  of 
Stalinistic  Russia  or  Nazi  Germany,”  he  said. 
“Thai’s  not  what  this  nation  is  all  about.  [It’s] 
about  tolerance  and  inclusion,  not  about 


exclusion.” 

The  NCA  was  also  blasted  by  more  con¬ 
servative  critics.  Richard  Dykema,  aide  to 
U.S.  Rep.  Dana  Rorhabacher  (R-Calif.),  said 
the  council’s  willingness  to  look  for  compro¬ 
mises  proves  that  the  NEA  “will  not  reform 
itself.” 

“They  are  saying  to  Congress,  ‘We  will 
not  stop  until  you  make  us  stop.’  So  it  will  be 
up  to  Congress  next  month  to  set  some  limits 
on  what  the  NEA  can  do  with  taxpayers’ 
money,”  said  Dykema. 

Observers  noted  that  the  three-day  NCA 
session  —  and  accompanying  pickets  — 
appeared  to  widen  the  gulf  between  the  NEA 
and  the  arts  community.  Said  one  NEA  offi¬ 
cial  at  the  meetings  conclusion,  “I’d  rather 
have  been  in  Kuwait” 

Echoed  Reynolds,  former  director  of  the 
Washington  Project  for  the  Arts  (which 
showed  the  Mapplethorpe  photographs  after 
the  prestigious  Corcoran  Gallery  cancelled 
the  exhibit  last  summer),  “They’ve  dimin¬ 
ished  the  respect  artists  have  for  the  endow¬ 
ment.”  □ 

Phone  sex 

Continued  from  page  I 

protection  against  minors  using  the  lines. 
(The  blocking  system  allows  phone  users  to 
request  that  their  carrier  cut  off  access  to  a 
given  number.) 

Although  Patterson’s  decision  has  effec¬ 
tively  blocked  the  law  in  New  York  state, 
similar  cases  are  still  in  progress  around  the 
country.  On  Aug.  14,  a  California  judge 
issued  a  temporary  stay  restrictive  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCQ  regula¬ 
tions  pending  hearings  in  a  suit  initiated  by 
“adult”  phone-line  operators.  A  week  earli¬ 
er,  on  Aug.  9,  a  Federal  judge  in  Texas 
ordered  the  state  government  to  give  the 
court  notice  before  it  took  action  against 
local  gay  “chat”  lines. 

Phone  sex  as  safe  sex 

Observers  argue  that  the  New  York  ruling 
is  also  politically  significant  because  of  the 
role  that  phone  sex  lines  play  in  contempo¬ 
rary  gay  communities  as  a  forum  for  safer 
sex.  Dichtler  called  the  lines  an  “alternative 
for  the  gay  community.” 

Wolfson  agreed  with  Dichtler,  saying  that 
“an  enormous  part  of  the  value”  of  phone  sex 
lines  “has  to  do  with  AIDS.”  The  lines,  he 
said,  offer  “a  totally  safe  avenue  for  sexual 
stimulation.”  He  added  that  lesbian  and  gay 
party  lines  represent  an  option  for  those  who 
“don’t  have  geographic  proximity”  to  an  area 
with  a  large  lesbian  or  gay  community. 

Although  Wolfson  said  he  was  pleased 
with  the  Aug.  13  ruling,  he  characterized 
“the  assault  on  protected  speech”  as  “ongo¬ 
ing,”  citing  the  current  controversies  over 
funding  for  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  and  for  sexually  explicit  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion. 

Members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  in  New  York  who  deal  with  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  sexually  explicit  images  agreed  with 
Wolfson  that  die  fight  over  phone  sex  has 
broad  implications.  Butch  Peaston,  general 
manager  of  New  York’s  Gay  Broadcasting 
System,  an  independent  cable  service,  told 
GCN  that  in  addition  to  being  a  First 
Amendment  issue,  the  attack  on  phone  sex 
poses  a  threat  to  other  forms  of  communica¬ 
tion  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  “It 
really  targets  us,”  he  said.  Gay  publications 
in  particular,  he  remarked,  are  heavily 
dependent  on  phone  sex  lines  for  advertising 
revenue  and  would  face  serious  financial  dif¬ 
ficulty  if  the  lines  were  shut  down. 

Robert  Parker,  media  consultant  at  Gay 
Cable  Network,  which  carries  ads  for  phone 
sex  lines,  said  he  thought  that  the  blocked 
restrictions  on  phone  sex  were  part  of  a  larg¬ 
er  trend  of  expunging  sex  from  the  public 
eye.  “They’re  basically  trying,  slowly  but 
surely,  to  get  rid  of  it,”  he  said. 

Parker  also  said  that  Manhattan  Cable 
Television,  the  Gay  Cable  Network’s  carrier 
for  eight  years,  announced  last  week  that  it 
will  stop  carrying  the  Network  after  Oct.  1. 
The  reason  the  service  gave,  he  said,  was 
"the  explicitness  of  the  commercials."  □ 


6  •  AUGUST  17-31,  1990 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke ,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


1  1 A 


Settling  Down 

doesn’t  have  to  mean  letting 
yourself  go. .  .spending  every 
moment  with  your  partner. . . 
giving  up  your  space,  inde¬ 
pendence,  identity... and  all 
of  your  friends. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates*  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


serving  the  gay/lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline*  267-9001  tty! voice 
M-Th6-ll  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave»  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women’s  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizalionslprofessionals)  plus  $1 .00P&H  to: 

The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


"The  Tbs  Miz'  satire  is  perfect. . 
it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 

-Kevin  Kelly.  Boston  Globe 
"  Explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik.  WBZ-JV 


DINNER/SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE  A 


357-8384 

GROUP  PATES 
426-6444 
542-1701 


1HC 

T£RRhC€  ROOM 
W  TH€  BOSTON  PhRK  PLhZh 


1 *900*988*8500 

_ Jus)  SI  o  roinule 


(S2  for  1  st  minute) 

LISTEN  TO  HOT  MESSAGES  & 
LEAVE  YOUR  ANSWER  IN 
COMPLETE  PRIVACY 
ON  OUR  NEW 

ELECTRONIC  MAIL  BOX 

1  -900-234-2345 


A  century  of 
queerness 

David  Halperin’s  One  Hundred  Years  of  Homosexuality 
is  a  tremendous  accomplishment 


One  Hundred  Years 
of  Homosexuality 


David  Halperin 
Routledge,  New  York,  1 990 
$ 13.95  cloth,  230pp 

Reviewed  by  Marc  Stein 

avid  Halperin  sets  a  clever  trap  for 
every  male  reviewer  of  One  Hun¬ 
dred  years  of  Homosexuality.  In  the 
collection’s  most  provocative  essay,  “Why 
is  Diotima  a  Woman?,”  Halperin  expresses 
his  hope  that  he  is  contributing  “a  chapter 
to  the  still  largely  unwritten  history  of  the 
function  of  ‘the  feminine’  in  the  social 
reproduction  of  male  culture  —  whose  latest 
chapter,  no  doubt,  is  represented  by  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  feminist  scholarship  by  male 
academics  (the  present  author  not 
excepted).”  It  is  precisely  this  kind  of  ap- 
oroDriation  th^t  Halperin  enacts  to  explain 
why  Plato  used  the  figure  of  a  prophetess, 
Diotima,  to  articulate  the  form  of  erotics  he 
wished  to  advocate  for  men. 

In  Halperin’s  terms,  a  male-authored 
review  of  his  essays  forms  yet  another 
chapter  in  the  “book”  about  male  culture 
that  was  started  by  Plato.  In  effect, 
Halperin  makes  me  into  a  male  critic  review¬ 
ing  a  male  historian  (Halperin)  who  has 
written  about  a  male  philosopher  (Plato) 


who  imagined  a  prohetess  (Diotima).  Acc¬ 
ording  to  this  view,  whatever  I  write  in 
this  review,  I  will  be  contributing 
to  the  “social  reproduction  of  fhale 
culture,”  whether  or  not  I  use  feminist  or 
lesbian/gay  liberation  perspectives.  Not  a 
comfortable  role  for  a  reviewer  who  doesn’t 
particularly  wish  to  reproduce  male  culture. 

Before  I  try  to  escape  Halperin’s  desire 
for  me  to  become  his  kind  of  reproducer,  let 
me  say  that  overall,  Halperin’s  book 
represents  a  tremendous  accomplishment. 
The  introduction  and  first  three  essays 
brilliantly  elaborate  on  Foucault’s  approach 
to  the  history  of  sexuality.  Halperin  urges 
us  to  “suspend”  our  identification 
with  people  in  the  past  (“they’re  just  like 
us”)  long  enough  to  emphasize  the  cultural 
specificity  of  peoples  whose  sexual  practices 
differ  from  our  own  (“they’re  not  just  like 
us”).  In  doing  so,  Halperin  follows  other 
historians  when  he  argues  that  homosexuali¬ 
ty  and  heterosexuality,  as  we  understand 
them  today,  are  modern.  Western, 
bourgeois  productions.  The  title  essay  of  the 
collection,  for  example,  explores  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  First  appearance  of  the  word 
“homo-sexuality”  in  English  in  1892. 

Halperin  writes  that  around  that  time,  the 
concept  of  sexuality  was  isolated  from  con¬ 
cepts  of  masculinity  and  femininity,  thereby 


obliterating  “a  number  of  distinctions  that 
had  traditionally  operated  within  earlier 
discourses  pertaining  to  same-sex  sexual 
contacts  and  that  had  radically  differen¬ 
tiated  active  from  passive  sexual  partners, 
normal  from  abnormal  (or  conventional 
from  unconventional)  sexual  roles, 
masculine  from  feminine  styles,  and 
paederasty  from  lesbianism:  all  such 
behaviors  were  now  to  be  classed  alike  and 
placed  under  the  same  heading.” 

In  addition  to  analyzing  the  emergence  of 
“homo-sexuality,”  One  Hundred  Years 
also  features  Halperin’s  utterly  convincing 
argument  against  historian  John  Boswell, 
who  believes  that  the  Greeks  did  distinguish 
between  homosexuals  and  heterosexuals.  In 
“  ‘Homosexuality’:  A  Cultural 
Construct,”  Halperin  continues  this  debate 
in  theoretical  terms.  Moving  carefully  for¬ 
ward,  he  argues  here  that  just  because  sex¬ 
uality  is  socially  produced  and  productive 
does  not  mean  that  lesbian  and  gay  identities 
are  simply  imaginary  or  fictional.  The  point 
instead  is  that  sexual  identities  are  culturally 
and  historically  “real,”  rather  than 
biologically  or  transhistorically  “real.”  In 
“Two  Views  of  Greek  Love,”  Halperin  con¬ 
trasts  Harald  Patzer’s  and  Foucault’s  work  on 
Greek  erotics,  not  surprisingly  and  not  un¬ 
fairly  finding  the  latter’s  work  superior. 
These  three  essays  are  among  the  best  syn¬ 
theses  of  and  developments  on  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  work  in  lesbian/gay  studies  in  the  last 
few  years. 

Far  from  using  this  analysis  to  argue  that 
lesbian/gay  history  can  extend  back  only 
100  years,  Halperin  instead  suggests  that 
“we  might  more  profitably  analyze  how  the 
significance  of  same-sex  sexual  contacts  has 
been  variously  constructed  over  time.”  In¬ 
stead  of  finding  gay  people  in  the  distant 
past,  this  history  will  be  a  “history  written 
from  the  perspective  of  contemporary  gay 
interests.”  This  is  what  allows  Halperin  to 
successfully  explore  the  place  of  pederasty  in 
Greece,  without  arguing  that  pederasts 
were,  in  any  modern  sense,  homosexual. 

The  second  part  of  this  collection  features 
three  excellent  essays  focused  more 
on  historical  issues  of  friendship,  the 
body  and  erotics.  “Heroes  and 
their  Pals”  explores  the  history  of  male 
friendships  by  analyzing  texts  that  describe 
relationships  between  Achilles  and 
Patroclus,  Gilgamesh  and  Enkidu,  and 
David  and  Jonathan.  “The  Democratic 
Body:  Prostitution  and  Citizenship  in 
Classical  Athens”  explores  the  new  kind  of 
“body”  produced  in  Greek  democracy  — 
one  that  was  free,  autonomous,  and  in¬ 
violate.  Only  this,  Halperin  argues,  can  ex¬ 
plain  the  place  of  prostitution  in  ancient 
Greece  and  the  ways  in  which  a  male  citizen 
who  prostituted  himself  risked  losing  his 
social  status.  This  essay  is  an  excellent  exam¬ 
ple  of  recent  trends  in  historical  research 
that  explore  relationships  between  culture 
(including  sexuality)  and  politics. 

But  it  is  the  final  essay  in  the  collection 
that  is  the  most  provocative,  and  one  in 
which  Halperin  most  ambitiously  employs 
the  same  kind  of  theoretical  expertise  and 
historical  breadth  that  mark  his  earlier 
essays.  In  good  Foucauldian  fashion, 
Halperin  regards  nearly  everything  about 
sexuality  as  socially  produced  and  socially 
productive.  But  ultimately  his  answer  to  the 
question,  “Why  is  Diotima  a  Woman?” 
reveals  that  Halperin,  like  Foucault,  has  his 
limits. 

Halperin  argues  that  Plato  used  a  woman 
to  articulate  his  favored  erotic  vision  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  “feminine”  character  of  what 
he  is  recommending.  Plato’s  erotic 
philosophy  prized  both  reciprocity  and 
creativity,  two  qualities  that  “correspond 
to  the  model,  or  models,  of  desire  con¬ 
structed  as  ‘feminine’  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  sex/gender  system  of  classical 
Athens.”  Up  to  this  point,  everything  re¬ 
mains  within  the  terms  of  Halperin’s 
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ate  Millet  was  committed  against  her 
will  to  a  psychiatric  hospital  in  1973 
by  her  sister  Sally,  her  husband 
Fumio  and  her  woman  lover  Sita.  They  had 
watched  her  become  more  and  more  in¬ 
volved  with  the  case  of  Michael  X,  a 
political  prisoner  on  death  row  in  Trinidad. 
“...[I]t  was  the  biggest  civil  rights  assign¬ 
ment  I  had  ever  had,”  says  Millett.  “To  stop 
a  lynching,  to  prevent  a  hanging  —  both  the 
American  and  the  Irish  in  me  were  thrilled 
by  this  long  narrow  chance,  a  gamble 
against  evil....  It  was  all-absorbing.  It  was 
not,  however,  all-absorbing  to  my  friends.” 
It  made  them  “nervous”  when  she  would 
“...talk  about  Michael  all  the  time  and  use  a 
tape  recorder  and  even  talk  back  to  the  radio 
when  the  news  [was]  on.”  Relationships  be¬ 
tween  the  three  were  further  disrupted  by 
Millet’s  often  tactless  balancing  of  her  open 
marriage  with  her  beloved  Fumio  and  her 
obsessive  affair  with  Sita.  (If  you  want  to 
know  exactly  how  obsessive  an  affair  it  was, 
check  out  Sita,  Millett’s  soul-baring  chroni¬ 
cle  of  her  adoration,  jealousy  and  desire 
published  in  1976.)  To  get  out  of  the  institu¬ 
tion,  Millett  ended  up  suing  everyone  she 
loved  with  the  help  of  the  ACLU.  “Your  on¬ 
ly  mistake... was  in  trusting  the  people  who 
brought  you  here,”  a  doctor  at  her  first 
mental  hospital  tells  her. 

Upon  her  release,  she  went  into  a  deep 
depression.  “I  was  not  manic,”  she  insists, 
“but  I  was  depressed.”  The  depression  — 
“the  one  illness  l  have  never  questioned”  — 
was  iatrogenic:  caused  not  by  her  “disease” 
but  by  the  “cure.”  It  was,  she  says,  what 
psychiatrists  term  “reactive  —  a  reaction  to 


the  real  world.”  She  had  been  betrayed  by 
those  closest  to  her,  incarcerated,  drugged. 
Michael  X  was  hanged.  Fumio  decided  to 
leave  her  and  the  city  of  New  York  decided 
to  tear  down  the  building  where  they  had 
lived  and  worked  together  as  artists.  She  at¬ 
tempted  suicide.  Eventually  she  began  tak¬ 
ing  lithium  —  a  drug  prescribed  to  moderate 
the  extreme  mood  swings  of  people  who  are 
manic  depressive,  or  in  more  current  jargon, 
bipolar  —  in  the  hope  that  it  would  enable 
her  to  climb  out  of  her  depression.  She  con¬ 
tinued  on  it  for  six  years.  (Ironically,  as  a 
psychiatrist  tells  Millett  later,  lithium  is  ef¬ 
fective  in  flattening  out  mania  but  much  less 
so  in  alleviating  depression.) 

The  lithium  caused  Millett  disturbing 
physical  symptoms,  including  a  severe  hand 
tremor  and  diarrhea,  but  ultimately  it  was 
the  psychological  effect  and  philosphical 
implications  of  taking  the  drug  that  led  her 
to  discontinue  it  during  the  summer  of  1980 
on  her  Poughkeepsie  farm.  “Life  under 
lithium;  a  peculiar,  submerged,  slightly 
sedated,  and  ever  so  slightly  depressed  life. 
Slow  —  but  passably  normal.”  Normal? 
Mania  is  Kate  Millett’s  life.  It’s  what  I’ve 
always  admired  about  her.  It’s  what  she  ad¬ 
mires  about  herself.  In  Flying  (1973),  her  ex¬ 
citing  and  exhausting  account  of  the  years 
after  she  published  Sexual  Politics  (1969) 
(“the  landmark  work  that  is  breaking  the 
tyranny  of  sexual  roles”  it  says  on  the  front 
cover  of  my  old  paperback),  she  is:  writing  a 
book,  making  a  movie,  sculpting,  drawing, 
and  carrying  on  with  Fumio  and  half-a- 
dozen  women.  She  has  many  close  friends, 
one  of  whom  has  a  disabled  child  whom  she 
helps  care  for.  She  is  trying  to  mend  her  rela¬ 
tionships  with  her  mother  and  sisters,  who 
discovered  she  was  gay  from  Time 
magazine.  She’s  also  a  media  star  who 
travels  and  lectures  a  lot.  No  wonder,  then 
that  she  says, 
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Depression  is  the  victim’s  dread,  not 
mania,  For  we  could  enjoy  mania  if  we 
were  permitted  to  by  the  others  around  us 
so  distressed  by  it....  Ah,  but  depression 
—  that  is  what  we  all  hate.  We  the  af¬ 
flicted.  Whereas  the  relatives  and  shrinks, 
the  tribal  ring,  they  rather  welcome  it:  you 
are  quiet  and  you  suffer. 

Millett  is  demanding,  combative,  frenetic, 
and  I  wouldn’t  want  to  live  with  her.  But, 
she  emphasizes,  she  is  not  crazy. 

In  fact,  Millett’s  problem  with  taking  the 
drug  begins  to  go  even  deeper:  she  realizes 
that  accepting  it  implies  that  categories  like 
“manic-depressive,”  “crazy”  or  “normal” 
are  useful  descriptions  of  the  human  mind. 
When  she  tells  her  lover  and  the  other 
women  who  are  living  and  working  for  the 
summer  on  her  farm  (her  cracked  —  or  is  it 
visionary?  —  plan  is  to  turn  the  place  into  a 
self-sufficient  artist’s  colony  for  women) 
that  she  has  gone  off  lithium,  her  behavior 
comes  to  have  meaning  for  them  only  in 
light  of  her  diagnosis.  The  sane  may  get  ex¬ 
cited  or  angry  but  when  Millett  does  it’s 
because  she’s  flipping.  Her  friends  try  to 
persuade  her,  even  fool  her,  into  taking  her 
medication;  when  she  refuses,  they  try  to 
commit  her.  She  leaves  for  Ireland,  where 
she  has  scheduled  a  speaking  tour.  There, 
she  is  arrested  and  incarcerated  in  a  real 
snake-pit:  the  Our  Lady  of  Clare  rest  home. 
And  as  she  tries  to  figure  out  how  to  get  out 
she  realizes 

...you  will  have  to  stop  equating  madness 
with  captivity;  that  is,  stop  proving  you 
aren’t  crazy,  since  this  assumes  that  if  you 
were,  you  might  deserve  to  be  locked  up: 
you’re  only  innocent  if  you’re  sane,  and  so 
on. 

In  the  book’s  conclusion  she  argues  “for  a 
new  respect  for  the  human  mind”  and 
against  making  moral  judgments  about  cer¬ 
tain  of  its  activities.  Such  judgments  do  not 
function  to  keep  us  healthy,  but  to  keep  us 
tractable: 

But  madness?  That  small  remnant  of 
altered  consciousness,  pure  or  in  response 
to  circumstances.  Circumstances  of  life, 
even  those  of  the  body  itself  and  its 
chemistry.  How  cruel  and  stupid  to  punish 
this  as  we  do  with  ostracism  and  fear,  to 
have  forged  a  network  of  fear,  strong  as 
the  locks  and  bars  of  a  back  ward.  This  is 
the  jail  we  could  all  end  up  in.  And  we 
know  it.  And  watch  our  step.  For  a 
lifetime.  We  behave.  A  fantastic  and  entire 
system  of  social  control,  by  the  threat  of 
example  as  effective  over  the  general 
population  as  detention  centers  in  dic¬ 
tatorships,  the  image  of  the  madhouse 
floats  through  every  mind  for  the  course 
of  its  lifetime. 

This  kind  of  critique  of  madness, 
psychotherapy  and  institutionalization  has 
virtually  disappeared  from  feminist  (and 
gay)  discourse  during  the  last  decade.  Early 
feminist  theoretical  works  like  Phyllis 
Chesler’s  Women  and  Madness  pointed  out 
the  large  number  of  women  as  opposed  to 
men  in  mental  hospitals  (unruly  men  are 
more  likely  to  be  sent  to  prison)  and  exposed 
psychotherapy  as  one  of  the  institutions  that 
punished  rebellious  women  and  perpetuated 
misogynistic  stereotypes.  Many  women’s 
liberation  classics,  including  The  Golden 
Notebook  by  Doris  Lessing  (which  was 
heavily  influenced  by  radical  psychiatrist 
R  .D.  Laing’s  theories  about  schizophrenia), 
Surfacing  by  Margaret  Atwood,  and; 
Woman  on  the  Edge  of  Time  by  Marge  Pier- 
cy,  questioned  traditional  assumptions  about 
insanity.  Their  plots  revolved  around  the 
main  character’s  descent  into  “madness,”. 


where  she  discovered  deep  psychological, 
spiritual,  and  political  truths.  Feminism 
rocked  the  foundations  of  the  psyche. 

Characters  in  more-recent  literature,  like 
contemporary  real-life  feminists,  are  more 
likely  to  be  in  psychotherapy,  or  even  to  be 
therapists  themselves  —  even  Mo,  the 
politico  in  Alison  Bechdel’s  comic  strip 
Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For,  has  started  seeing 
a  shrink.  The  feminist  therapy  business  is  an 
economic  mainstay  of  many  lesbian  com¬ 
munities:  ads  for  therapists  help  support 
Boston’s  feminist  monthly,  Sojourner,  by 
providing  over  one-fifth  of  its  yearly  adver¬ 
tising  revenue.  In  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  I  recently  lived  for  four  years 
while  going  to  graduate  school,  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  area’s  large  and  visible  lesbian 
community  in  therapy  was  a  regional  cliche: 
if  the  woman  to  whom  you  had  just  been  in¬ 
troduced  was  not,  for  some  odd  reason,  a 
therapist,  you  could  be  certain  that  her 
girlfriend  was,  and  half  of  the  community 
(myself  included)  seemed  forever  to  be  run¬ 
ning  off  to  therapy  with  the  other  half. 

Of  course,  feminist  therapy  developed 
out  of  the  radical  and  feminist  critiques  of 
traditional  definitions  of  what  constituted 
“sanity”  for  women.  Like  the  women’s 
health  movement,  it  was  a  means  of  caring 
for  ourselves  in  ways  that  grew  out  of  what 
we  were  learning  about  our  identities  and 
capacities:  Our  Psyches,  Ourselves. 
However,  even  the  title  of  The  Loony-Bin 
Trip  seems  carefully  chosen  to  revive  the 
earlier  theories,  which  warned  that  any 
therapy  by  definition  must  be  based  on  the 
dehumanizing  categories  of  “sane”  and 
“insane.”  “Loony”  comes  from  “loon,” 
an  elusive  aquatic  bird  with  an  eerie,  howl¬ 
ing  call.  (I  was  reminded  of  this  etymology 
because  I  took  this  book  with  me  on  a  visit 
to  Maine,  and,  as  I  read,  I  heard  loons.)  Peo¬ 
ple  who  are  “loony”  are  like  animals  mak¬ 
ing  meaningless,  creepy  sounds,  and  they 
can  be  thrown  away  and  isolated,  like  trash, 
in  a  “bin.”  “Trip”  is  slang  from  the  ’60s, 
the  period  that  gave  rise  to  both  lithium 
(which  became  commercially  available  in 
the  U.S.  in  1970)  and  the  radical  critiques  of 
psychotherapy,  and  it  reminds  us  that  people 
have  induced  hallucinations  deliberately,  in 
order  to  experience  the  insights  of  the 
“mad.”  Also,  if  the  bin  is  a  trip,  then  it  (and 
its  categories)  may  be  no  more  or  less  “real” 
than  anyplace  else. 

There’s  a  certain  irony  in  the  fact  that 
Millett  is  condemned  as  “mad”  on  her  farm 
community  of  young  lesbians,  many  of 
whom  are  probably  the  clients  of  feminist 
therapists  —  and  therefore  arguably  a  little 
“mad”  themselves.  She  claims  the 
prerogative  to  explore  without  inhibition 
her  mental  geography  and  to  actualize  what 
she  discovers  there  in  the  world.  The  women 
around  her  find  this  experiment  disturbing, 
and  feminists  or  not,  they  call  on 
psychotherapy  for  the  most  traditional  of 
reasons:  to  get  this  woman  under  control.  It 
may  seem  odd  that  Millett  herself  never 
seeks  out  any  alternative  therapy.  When  she 
finally  is  sprung  from  Our  Lady  of  Clare 
and  returns  to  the  U.S.,  she  becomes 
depressed  again  and  again  turns  to  lithium. 
She  goes  to  see  her  former  psychiatrist,  a 
caricature  of  a  psychiatrist  —  harassing, 
paternalistic,  obtuse.  Her  action  implies 
that  therapy  is  therapy,  whether  it’s  feminist 
or  traditional;  anyway,  she  needs  to  see  a 
doctor  who  can  prescribe  the  drug. 

Here’s  something  else,  though.  My  lover 
thinks  Kate  Millett  is  nuts.  We’ve  been  argu¬ 
ing  about  this  all  week.  She’s  got  her 
reasons.  Millett  is  paranoid.  When  her 
sister,  friends,  and  lover  express  concern 
about  her  by  asking,  “Are  you  okay?”  she 
claims  they  are  condeming  her  as  manic  and 
conspiring  against  her.  She  stays  up  all 
night.  She  spends  money  she  doesn’t  have. 
She  takes  on  impossible  projects.  She  talks 
constantly.  She  is  constitutionally  incapable 
of  keeping  a  secret.  Every  single  time  in  this 
book  that  she  is  entrusted  with  a  confidence, 
she  blurts  it  out  to  the  very  people  from 
whom  it  should  have  been  kept.  This  starts 
with  her  revealing  to  everyone  she  meets  that 
she’s  no  longer  on  lithium  and  progresses  to 
showing  to  a  policeman  in  Ireland  a 
clandestine  manuscript  exposing  the  appall¬ 
ing  conditions  in  which  Irish  political 
prisoners  are  kept .  She  brags  to  an  Our  Lady 
of  Clare  nurse  that  she  has  been  spitting  out 
her  pills  instead  of  swallowing  them,  in 
predictable  response  to  which  the  nurse 
drugs  her  with  thorazine  and  prolixin  in  li¬ 
quid  form  which  is  impossible  to  evade.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  reading,  Kate  Millet  is  not  a 
“reliable  narrator”:  she  is  relating  events 
and  experiences  that  she  cannot  accurately 
interpret  or  understand. 

There’s  no  doubt  that  Millett’s  choices 
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(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave..  *11 
Allston.  MA  02134 
(617)783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  ’Parts  ’Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boyiston  St. 

Boston.  M  A  02106 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa,  Central 
America,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  HELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St.,  Suite  333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tei.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -  I  do  windows! 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochituate  Rd.  rt.  30 
Framungham,  MA  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENMS I ADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington,  MA 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procacdni,  LICSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  A 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)  8764488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  021 39 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  7769232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  021 39 
(617)8766110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

596  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boyiston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexuN 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)9264289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBUSHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

can  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  524-7794 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)3365356 
Wed.-Sat.  166 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  65  Wed.-Frl 
69  Wak-ln  or  appt.  247-0202 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Servioe  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movement 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  dinlc  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Can  (617)  4961660  for  appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  3567512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  for  HIV  + 
asymptomatic  individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Servioe 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  M A  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  A  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 


RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

.  Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneui  Hal 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  M-Sat.,  12-7 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 

BETH  WALSH  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain  relief, 
relaxation  techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 
non-tradltional  relationships 
Pal  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Interior  Painting  Quality  work 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  for 
estimate  (617)  5365569 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St,  near 
Govt.  Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship 
7  PM.  Open  to  alL  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 

351  Boyiston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  530  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  a  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UMVERSAUST 

Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)4461277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02109 
(617)  5261060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Finandal  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
•Bookkeeping  ’Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at  (617)  292-6415 

WHOLISTIC 
HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acipuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  a  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405  Rockport,  MA 
01966  (508)  5467252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(506)  2867785 

VIDEOS 

J  A  J  ENTERPRISES 

All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  &  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem,  NH  03079 

WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  W  8  PM-1 
AM.  Th.  4,  PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM- 
2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solo,  Janet  Deegan 


TENTH  YEAR  FESTIVAL 
CELEBRATION 

Aug.  31  ■  Sept  3, 1990 

Echo  Lark  Camp 
Poyntelle,  Pa 


Asian  American  Dance  Theater 

Deidre  McCalla 

First  Strike  Theater  Company 

The  Heretics 

Hillary  Kay 

Lifeline 

Nick  Mathis 

SUEDE 

Teresa  Trull 

Female  Percussion  Ensemble 
Patty  Larkin 

MC’s:  SAPPHIRE  •  Sue  Fink! 


Carole  Anne  Burris 
Faith  Nolan 
Heather  Bishop 
with  Sherry  Shute 
Judith  Sloan 
Nancy  Hill 
Retumba  Con  Pie 
Sue  Fink! 

The  Washington  Sisters 
with  Melanie  Monsur 

The  Washington  Sisters 
Yaniyah  Pearson 


Celebrate  our  Tenth  year  with  us! 

Tenting  and  Cabins,  Concerts  and  Performances,  Videos, 
Crafts  areas,  Workshops,  Activities,  Games,  Swimming 
and  much  more... 

For  more  info  SASE  to:  NEWMR,  P.O.  Box  217,  New  Haven,  CT  06513 

(617)  361-8126 


PROFESSIONAL  CUSTOM  BODY  PIERCING 


by  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Piercer 


Raelyn  Gallina 


as  featured  in  RE/Search  #12, 
Modern  Primitives 


RAELYN  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  FOR  PIERCING  THE  WEEKEND  OF 
AUGUST  1 7TH,  1 8TH  AND  1 9TH  AT  THE  THUNDER  HEAD  CLUB 
LOCATED  IN  THE  BOSTON  AREA. 

For  info  and  appointments  please  call  her  on  weeknights 
until  midnight  at  1  -6 1 7-288-5 1 1 7 


INSURANCE 

■  Rates  quote  over  the  phone 

■  Flexible  payment  plans 

■  One  day  plate  service 

■  No  service  fees  -  ever! 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 


INSURANCE  AGENCY 


Call  the  agency  you 
know  and  trust. 


Offices  located  at: 

1 68  Brighton  Avenue  ■  Allston,  MA  ■  782-0400 
4521  Washington  Street  ■  Roslindale,  MA  ■  323-0800 
241  Washington  Street  ■  Brookline,  MA  ■  731-1015 


Halperin 

Continued  from  page  7 

theoretical  perspective. 

But  when  he  tries  to  explore  the  implica-1 
tions  of  his  analysis  for  the  “cultural  politics 
of  gender,”  Halperin  runs  into  trouble.  The 
“interdependence”  of  sexual  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  capacities,  Halperin  writes,  is  a  feature 
of  male,  not  female  physiology.  “It  is  on¬ 
ly  in  men,  not  in  women,  that  reproduction 
depends  on  sexual  desire  and  that  reproduc¬ 
tive  function  cannot  be  isolated  from  sexual 
pleasure... whereas  in  women  orgasm  and 
reproduction  are  entirely  independent....” 
Later  he  writes  that  only  women  can  “ac¬ 
tually  isolate. .  .sexual  pleasure  and 
reproduction,  recreative  and  procreative 
sex.”  What  Plato  did,  Halperin  concludes, 
was  take  an  originally  male  feature  (this  in¬ 
terdependence),  treat  it  as  feminine,  and 
then  appropriate  it  back  for  men. 

The  problem  here  is  that  while  Halperin  is 
willing  to  regard  sexuality  (homo/heterosex¬ 
uality)  and  gender  (masculinity/femininity) 
as  culturally  produced,  he  does  not  regard 
sex  (maleness/femaleness)  as  such.  But 
biological  differences,  as  Judith  Butler 
argues  brilliantly  in  her  new  book.  Gender 
Trouble ,  are  themselves  culturally  con¬ 
structed,  no  less  than  the  social  differences 
we  usually  call  gender.  There  is  simply  no 
way  to  talk  about  the  “natural”  or 
“biological”  differences  that  we  imagine  to 
exist  between  men  and  women  without  in¬ 
evitably  using  cultural,  social,  and  historical 
constructs.  This  is  true  even  when  an  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  by  an  historian  as  sophisti¬ 
cated  as  Halperin. 

What  could  Halperin  possibly  mean  when 
he  asserts  that  men  are  unable  to  “actually” 
isolate  reproduction  or  “reproductive  func¬ 
tion”  from  sexual  desire  or  pleasure?  Isn’t 
that  what  Halperin  says  gay  men  have  been 
doing  for  100  years?  And  what  about  men’s 
anal  desire  and  pleasure?  —  I  rarely  imagine 
that  I  am  in  danger  of  reproducing  when  I 
am  being  fucked.  I’m  not  even  sure  that 
reproduction  depends  on  sexual  desire  for 
men  —  it  didn’t  necessarily  do  so  within  cer¬ 
tain  religious  traditions  and  it  doesn’t 
necessarily  do  so  for  many  artificial  in- 
seminators. 

Furthermore,  why  does  Halperin  use  the 
terms  “reproduction”  and  “sexual 
pleasure”  when  he  refers  to  men  and 
“reproduction”  and  “orgasm”  when  he 
refers  to  women,  if  not  to  reduce  women’s 
pleasures  to  orgasm?  Why  does  Halperin 
smoothly  move  in  this  section  from  discuss¬ 
ing  sexual  capacities,  to  sexual  desires,  only 
to  arrive  at  sexual  pleasures,  without 
carefully  distinguishing  these  terms  in  his 
otherwise-precise  work?  Even  within  our 
contemporary  systems  of  thought,  not  all 
“females”  are  seen  as  having 
“reproductive  capacities”  —  prepubescent 
girls,  women  over  a  certain  age,  and  women 
who  are  physiologically  incapable  of 
reproducing  for  reasons  unrelated  to  age, 
are  all  not  seen  as  capable  of  reproducing. 
And  does  Halperin  confuse  reproduction 
with  conception  here,  since  his  discussion  of 
“capacities”  ignores  the  element  of  choice 
in  any  woman’s  decision  to  reproduce? 

Perhaps  Halperin  would  respond  to  most 


of  these  questions  by  saying  that  he  is  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  “strategies  by  which  the 
Greeks  mapped  socially  and  ideologically 
significant  distinctions  onto  biological  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  sexes.”  But  there  is 
really  no  way  for  us  to  talk  about  biological 
differences  without  always/already  talking 
about  social  and  ideological  distinctions. 

Halperin  concludes  his  essay  by  writing 
that  if  he  has  “reproduced,  in  effect,  the 
traditional  male  strategy  of  speaking  about 
women  by  speaking  for  women,”  if  he  has 
“recoverd  not  Diotima’s  presence  but  her 
absence,”  he  hopes  that  he  has  suggested 
that  “whenever  there  is  a  question  of 
understanding  women,  it  is  usually  men,  not 
women,  who  (in  Freud’s  wry  formulation) 
are  themselves  the  problem.”  Halperin  sug¬ 
gests  that  he  has  been  writing  not  about 
women,  but  about  men.  But  at  the  crucial 
point  in  “Diotima,”  Halperin  does  begin  to 
write  about  women.  And  if  that  in  and  of 
itself  is  not  problematic,  then  doing  so  while 
pretending  to  be  speaking  about  men  is. 

And  so  I  find  myself  sprung  from  the  trap 
Halperin  has  set  for  all  male  reviewers.  To 
be  sure,  I  am  a  man  reviewing  a  man’s  work. 
(And  I  should  note  that,  despite  GCFT s 
unique  coverage  of  both  lesbian  and  gay  fic¬ 
tion,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
reviewers  of  lesbian-authored  writing  are 
women,  while  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
reviewers  of  gay-authored  writing  are  men.) 
But  when  GCN  reviewers  (male  and  female) 
write  for  GCA’s  readers  (male  and  female), 
I  would  suggest  that  we  reproduce  lesbi¬ 
an/  gay  culture,  a  parenting  role  which  suits 
me  much  more  than  one  in  which  1  am 
reproducing  male  culture. 

Given  my  criticism  here,  it  may  come  as  a 
surprise  that  I  want  to  conclude  this  review 
by  suggesting  that  One  Hundred  Years  is 
among  the  very  best  works  that  have 
emerged  from  lesbian/gay  studies.  Halper- 
in’s  book  is  bold,  witty,  and  densely  packed 
with  powerful  interpretations.  Even  the  few 
passages  with  which  I  disagree  provide  the 
kind  of  food  for  thought  that  will  nourish 
many  people  for  many  years  into  the  second 
century  of  homosexuality.  □ 

Book  Shorts 

Continued  from  back  page 
duo. 

Wilderness  Trek  turned  out  to  be  an  en¬ 
joyable  read,  as  much  for  its  entertaining 
plot  and  characters  as  for  its  many  unusual 
turns  of  phrase.  Take  for  example  this  one: 
“Jane  dimly  sensed  that  an  invisible 
gauntlet  had  been  thrown  down  at  the  feet 
of  something  struggling  steadily  forward 
out  of  the  muck  of  her  own  peculiar  emo¬ 
tional  swamp.” 

Lines  that  make  me  squirm  are  what 
makes  a  book  like  this  fun.  They  have  a 
charm  peculiar  to  romance  or  pulp  fiction. 
My  big  question  about  Naiad  romances  is, 
are  they  intended  to  be  read  aloud  to  your 
lover  in  order  to  turn  her  on,  or  to  crack  her 
up?  For  example,  what  would  this  smolder¬ 
ing  sentence  do  for  your  lesbian  bed-death: 
“After  a  lifetime  of  denial  —  of  half-living 
—  and  then  to  have  her  body  turned  on  like 
a  Christmas  tree  by  another  woman’s 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Book  Shorts 

Continued  from  page  9 
mouth...”? 

Here’s  one  more  great  line,  then  I’ll  stop: 
“As  I  recall,  Jane,  I  was  the  one  who 
crawled  into  your  sleeping  bag  with  no 
clothes  on....” 

One  aspect  of  the  book  I  didn’t  find 
amusing  was  the  way  it  deals  with  the  very 
serious  issue  of  an  older  woman  who  almost 
commits  suicide.  Her  problem  is  cured  by  a 
dose  of  romance  that  is  in  itself  disturbing: 
the  childless  older  woman  agrees  to  try  a  sort 
of  mother/daughter/lover  relationship  with 
an  orphaned  younger  woman.  While  I  liked 
seeing  an  older  woman  with  realistic  prob¬ 
lems  in  such  a  light  novel,  the  idea  that  her 
needs  would  be  answered  by  a  surrogate 
daughter  really  offended  me,  and  the  in¬ 
cestuous  overtone,  albeit  among  consenting 
adults,  was  a  turn-off  for  me. 

Naiad  romances  get  criticized  a  lot  for  be¬ 
ing  about  beautiful  young  white  yuppies,  so 
I  want  to  mention  that  the  women  on  the 
Wilderness  Trek  are  average  women  in 
average  jobs,  although  they  have  above- 
average  great  sex.  They  also  make  lifetime 
commitments  based  on  a  few  passionate 
moments,  something  I  wouldn’t  expect  real 
grown  women  to  do,  but  if  their  characters 
made  rational  decisions,  romance  novels 
just  wouldn’t  have  a  reason  to  exist. 

In  closing,  I  can’t  resist  quoting  one  more 
great  line: 

“I  want  you  to  kiss  me. ..down  there”... 

“You  do?  Oh,  thank  God!....”  □ 

Millett 

Continued  from  page  8 

often  make  life  difficult  for  herself  and 
sometimes  for  the  people  close  to  her  as 
well.  The  question  she  raises,  however,  is 
whether  she  deserves  to  be  locked  up  for 
this;  whether  anyone  does.  Because  of  the 
dearth  of  recent  feminist  writing  about  con¬ 
ditions  in  mental  institutions,  it’s  possible 
for  us  to  image  that  they  must  have  im¬ 
proved  since  the  mid-’70s.  Millett  reminds 
us  forcefully  of  the  hellishness  and 
malignancy  of  these  places,  where  mind- 
altering  drugs  are  prescribed  punitively  or  at 
random,  attendants  are  abusive,  food  is 
unhealthy,  and  numbing  boredom,  ugliness, 
pain  and  filth  prevail. 

The  bin  itself  is  insane,  abnormal,  a  terri¬ 
fying  captivity,  an  irrational  deprivation 
of  every  human  need  —  so  that  maintain¬ 
ing  reason  within  it  is  an  overhwleming 
struggle.  After  a  certian  time  many  victims 
collapse  and  agree  to  be  crazy;  they  sur¬ 
render. 

Millett  plots  constantly  to  get  out.  She 
remembers  Michael  X  and  other  prisoners 
with  whom  she  has  worked  and  correspond¬ 
ed.  Their  example  and  her  activism  are  what 
sustain  her  while  she  is  inside. 

Like  the  radical  critics  of  psychotherapy 
of  the  ’60s  and  ’70s,  Millett  condemns  in¬ 
carcerating  anyone  for  insanity.  She,  like 
them,  spends  little  time  discussing  how  we 
might  care  for  people  whose  “madness” 
leads  them  to  become  violent,  self¬ 
destructive,  or  unable  to  function  in  the 
world.  “We  do  not  lose  our  minds,  even 
‘mad,’  ”  she  says. 

Reason  gives  way  to  fantasy  —  both  are 
mental  activities,  both  productive.  The 
mind  goes  on  working,  speaking  a  dif¬ 
ferent  language,  making  its  own  percep¬ 
tions,  designs,  symmetrical  or  asym¬ 
metrical;  it  works.  We  have  only  to  lose 
our  fear  of  its  workings.  I  do  not  speak  of 
A  Izheimer  ’s  disease  or  any  other  condition 
where  the  mind’s  function  itself  appears  to 
be  hampered.  I  mean  plain  old  ‘insanity.’ 
And  I  say  it  doesn’t  exist.  [My  italics.] 

But  in  this  culture  where  incarceration  is  the 
only  model  for  the  “treatment,”  how  can 
we  help  people  with  serious  dysfunctions  (as 
opposed  to  “plain  old  ‘insanity’  ”)  heal? 
How  can  we  distinguish  between  “insanity” 
and  “dysfunction?”  What  do  you  do  about 
this:  I  once  had  a  friend  at  work  who  began 
acting  strangely.  She  appeared  in  the  office 
less  and  less  often,  although  she  had 
previously  been  very  reliable.  When  she  did 
come  in,  she  could  do  little  more  than 
remove  a  folder  from  the  file  cabinet  and 
stare  at  it.  (Of  course,  a  lot  of  the  other 
workers  did  this  also.  When  I,  an  eager  col¬ 
lege  graduate,  first  started  there,  I  was  told 
“don’t  work  so  fast,”  and  “always  keep  a 
folder  on  your  desk  so  you  can  look  busy  if 
you  have  to.”  Even  “mad,”  my  friend  was 
practical.)  I  and  other  friends  tried  to  find 
out  what  was  happening  to  her,  but  she 
couldn’t  speak  even  a  sentence  to  us.  Her 
boss  became  concerned  and  one  afternoon 
persuaded  her  to  sign  herself  into  a  mental 
hospital.  There,  she  began  acting  out.  She 
refused  medication.  She  was  rude  to  the  at¬ 


tendants.  She  attempted  to  kill  herself  by 
swallowing  the  pop-top  from  a  Coke  can 
and  in  other  gruesome  ways.  For  “treat¬ 
ment”  —  for  punishment?  —  she  was  given 
electroshock  “therapy.” 

When  she  came  out  of  the  hospital  (she 
had  not  allowed  anyone  to  visit  her  while  she 
was  there)  she  was  slow  in  speech,  forgetful 
and  occasionally  disoriented.  However,  she 
was  (at  least  temporarily)  out  of  pain.  To  my 
distress,  she  told  me  that  she  was  grateful  to 
the  nurses  who  had  shocked  her  and  sorry 
that  she  had  insulted  them  at  the  time.  My 
friend  did  not  believe  that  her  “madness” 
was  “productive”  or  illuminating.  If  she’d 
been  left  to  journey  through  it  herself  she 
would  have  died.  She  couldn’t  communicate 
with  her  friends  or  family  about  what  was 
happening  to  her  or  allow  them  to  help  her, 
and  in  any  case,  her  family,  with  whom  she 
lived,  seemed  pretty  clearly  to  be  one  source 
of  her  problems. 

I  was  and  still  am  horrified  by  the  “care” 
my  friend  had  been  given,  but  my 
ideological  condemnation  of  institu¬ 
tionalization  was  completely  irrelevant  to 
her.  The  Loony-Bin  Trip  reminds  us  that, 
despite  the  development  over  the  past  20 
years  of  feminist  and  other  alternative 
therapies,  and  despite  the  fact  that  our 
culture  often  uses  the  category  of 
“madness”  to  oppress  and  silence  people 
who  are  rebellious,  eccentric  or  insightful, 
people  like  my  friend,  or  even  Kate  Millett  in 
her  periods  of  depresion,  sometimes  need  a 
safe,  healthy  refuge  in  which  to  heal  —  and 
such  places  still  do  not  exist. 

There  is  some  wild  and  beautiful  writing 
in  this  book,  especially  in  the  section  about 
Millett  and  her  horses.  At  the  end  of  the 
summer,  right  before  she  leaves  for  Ireland, 
Millett  and  a  friend  go  to  a  horse  auction. 
They  go  for  the  spectacle  —  Millett  can’t  af¬ 
ford  horses,  has  no  set-up  for  them  and 
doesn’t  know  how  to  care  for  them. 
However,  as  the  auction  proceeds,  she 
realizes  that  the  horses  are  being  sold  to  be 
slaughtered  for  dogfood  and  who  knows 
what.  She  begins  bidding  and  ends  up  with 
four,  including  Big  Jim,  an  enormous 
brown  stallion.  When  the  horses  arrive  at 
the  farm  she  brings  a  blanket  out  to  the  pad- 
dock  where  they  are  running  and  sits  up  with 
them  all  night.  She  thinks  about  Big  Jim  and 
about  her  father,  Jim:  his  life,  his  death,  his 
masculinity,  her  grief,  her  incestuous  desire 
and  her  excitement  around  the 
stallion/father  with  his  giant  cock.  The 
passage  is  utterly  honest,  bizarre,  and  ex- 
hilirating,  and  it  smashes  a  whole  package  of 
traditional  and  feminist  assumptions  and 
taboos. 

Millett  argues  that  it  was  the  diagnosis, 
the  label  itself,  manic-depressive,  which 
“function[s]  virtually  like  [a]  criminal 
record,”  and  nothing  else,  that  made  her 
“mad.”  After  her  release  from  Our  Lady  of 
Clare,  Millett  became  involved  in  the  mental 
patients’  liberation  movement.  “I  went 
to... conferences,  still  on  lithium,  deploring 
aloud  the  system  and  its  drugs  but  in  secret 
taking  lithium....”  Then, 

In  1988  on  my  birthday,  September  14th,  I 
took  600  mg  of  lithium  instead  of  the  usual 
900,  going  below  the  therapeutic  level  for 
the  first  time.  On  January  1st  1  reduced  it 
to  300  mg,  and  on  March  15,  daring  the 
Ides  of  March,  I  went  to  sleep  for  the  first 
time  in  seven  years  having  taken  no 
lithium  at  all.  Nothing  happened.  Nothing 
ever  happened....  □ 

Therapists 

Continued  from  page  3 

do.  What  we  need  is  a  strong  movement 
against  sexual  abuse,”  he  said. 

“The  first  thing  that  I  turn  to  when  I  see  a 
social  problem  is  not  usually  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem,”  said  TELL’s  Mitchell.  “But  people 
need  this  tool.  There  is  ample  evidence  that 
sex  between  doctors  and  therapists  and  their 
patients  is  harmful,”  she  said.  “It  puts  people 
at  risk.  And  the  state  has  an  interest  in  regu¬ 
lating  that,  just  like  the  state  has  an  interest 
in  making  sure  that  you  don’t  go  out  and  sell 
snake  oil  or  prescribe  narcotics  for  people 
just  because  they  want  them.”  □ 
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battered  women  and  women  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply.  Salary  $21,000,  four  day  work  week.  Send  let¬ 
ter  to  E.  deFress  WBWSC  POB  24  Waltham,  MA 
02254.  (7) 


FREE  PHOTOGRAPHS 

HOT  MEN  NEEDED  as  photographic  studies  for 
student  portfolio — signed  model  release  necessary. 
All  sessions  shot  in  your  area.  You  must  be  willing, 
spontaneous  (or  want  to  try)  with  up  to  6  clothing 
changes.  YOUR  PAYMENT:  copies  of  all  photos 
plus  enlargements  of  those  used  in  portfolio.  This  is 
your  opportunity  to  obtain  those  pictures  you’ve 
always  wanted  for  yourself,  lover,  Mommy  or  per¬ 
sonal  ad.  Contact  GCN  Box  XX.  (10) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Reporting  to  the  board  of  directions,  s/he  will  be 
responsible  for  daily  operation  of  the  organization, 
including  PR,  fundraising,  budgeting,  program  man¬ 
agement  and  personnel.  Ideal  candidates  will  have 
extensive  experience  in  development,  public  speak¬ 
ing,  administration,  human  resources  and  program 
management.  Knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  commu¬ 
nity  is  essential,  &  background  in  nonprofit  sector  is 
preferred.  Women  and  people  of  color  are  urged  to 
apply.  Salary  is  $35-42,000,  commensurate  with 
experience.  Resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
GLAAD/NY,  80  Varick  St.  #3E,  NY,  NY  10013. 
Deadline  30,  September.  EOE.  (8) 


WE’RE  DESPERATE 

Nurse  Practitioner  or  Physician’s  Assistant  with 
Gynecological  experience  nedded  1-3  day  per  week 
providing  well-woman  GYN  services  for 
feminist/lesbian  sensitive  health  clinic.  Must  be  able 
to  work  independently.  Starting  salary  #17. 25/hr. 
plus  benefits.  Send  resume  to  Concord  Feminist 
Health  Center,  38  South  Main  Street,  Concord,  NH 
03301.  (8) 


PCA  WANTED! 

For  2  or  3  hour  shift  around  dinner  time.  No  lifting 
required,  but  prefer  those  with  strength  and  balance. 
Some  exercise.  Some  light  housekeeping  and  paper¬ 
work.  If  interested,  call  232-5956  days.  (10) 


WOMEN’S  MUSIC  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Position  open  immediately  for  sales  manager  of 
Horizon  Distribution,  Inc.,  the  oldest  women’s  music 
distribution  company  in  the  U.S.  Primary  tasks 
include  the  servicing  of  300  stores  and  sales  at  con¬ 
certs/festivals.  Other  duties  may  include  setting  up 
store  promotions,  media  ads,  and  volunteer  coordina¬ 
tion.  Company  prefers  the  office  in  the  sales  rep’s 
home.  Boston  area  applicants  best  but  will  consider 
other  New  England  applicants  willing  to  make  fre¬ 
quent  Boston  area  visits.  Applicants  must  own  a  car 
and  be  willing  to  travel  throughout  New  England. 
Excellent  communication  skills,  self  motivating, 
highly  organized  and  an  enthusiasm  for  music 
required.  Sales  experience  preferred.  Base  salary 
plus  commission,  full  health  benefits,  travel  reim¬ 
bursements  and  paid  vacation.  Call  Terry  Grant  at 
517-323-4325  (days)  ASAP.  (7) 


For  Sale 


GAY  MOTORCYCLE 

1980  Suzuki  GS450L  11K.  Regularly  maintained, 
runs  well,  lots  of  extras.  Must  sell,  moving. 
Negotiable  $  to  a  good  home!  Please  call  Lisa  646- 
6607.  (8) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS 
THAT  ARE  PREPAID 
FOR  TWO  WEEKS  WILL 
RUN  UNTIL  YOU 
FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day 
Mondays  as  well  as  Tuesdays  until  noon. 
Please  call  426-4469 


2  L's  in  independent,  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  2 
more  .  No  smoking.  $239.50  and  $265.00  per  mo. 
Close  to  orange  and  green  lines.  Available  9/1  and 
9/15.  Please  call  983-0599.  (20) 


Three  LFs  and  three  cats  looking  for  one  LF  ASAP. 
$275+  with  porch,  garden,  close  to  buses.  Davis 
Square.  We’re  friendly,  fun  flexible  .  628-7604  (9) 


LF  30  Progressive,  easy  going  independent  responsi¬ 
ble  seeks  same  for  large,  attractive  Somerville  apart¬ 
ment.  Wood  floors,  porch,  quiet  street  off  spuare, 
buses,  shopes,  no  smoke/pets,  minimum  alcohol. 
Available  10/1  $275+  Lisa  666-2159  (8) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  open,  spiritually-oriented,  woman  to  share 
2-BR  lesbian  owend/occuspied  w/  porch,  W/D, 
woodstove,  garden.  Aval.  9/1.  $400,  incl.  heat.  Call 
Su  524-4620.  (7) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  off  street  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security,  spacious¬ 
ness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to  down¬ 
town  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop.  Nonsmoking 
malesa.  $395  incl.  utilities.  665-6082  (7) 


MELVIL  PARK  OF  DORCHESTER 

2  roomies  need  2  more.  Huge  modem  kitchen  with 
dishwasher,  living  rm.,  dining  rm.  Sun  rm.,  porch, 
garden,  W/D,  hardwood  floors,  5  mins,  to  T,  street 
parking  325-plus,  825-2722  (7) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Bi/LF  25-plus  to  share  3  bdrm  apt.  in  JP.  Spcaious, 
sunny,  near  arboretum  and  pond,  conv.  to  T  and  bus. 
Artsy,  political,  semi-veg,  no  smoking,  co-op  house. 
Dog  and  cat,  no  more  pets.  $320-plus.  Avail.  9/1. 
524-6839  (7) 


JP  APARTMENT 

2  BR  apt.  to  share.  Avail,  immed.  $400  ea  plus. 
Skylights,  porches,  piano.  Lesbian  looking  for  same 
or  GM.  No  pets  or  booze.  Chevy  524-6121 .  (7) 


MEDFORD-COLLEGE  AVE 

LF  31  seeks  LF  28-plus  to  share  large  apt.  in  house 
in  quiet,  green,  neighborhood  w/  yard,  driveway  & 
laundry.  Own  bedroom  &  study  plus  common  space. 
No  smoke/drugs/min.  alcohol.  $450  plus  1/2  heat 
Avail  9/1  or  10/1.  391-2083  (7) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  needs  two 

UNTIDY  roommates  over  23.  August/September  1. 
Independent,  responsible,  considerate,  respect  priva¬ 
cy.  Near  three  T  lines!  $240/250,  incl.,  heat.  Leave 
message  739-6566.  (7) 


HOUSE  SHARE  WAYLAND 

Beautiful  country  home,  2  1/2  bedrooms,  1  bah, 
screened  porch,  acre  of  land,  gardens,  wood  stoves, 
great  light  and  open  space  surronded  by  conservation 
land,  ver  quiet,  lots  of  birds.  No  cigarettes. 
$700/mnth.  plus  utilities.  (508)  358-5975.  (7) 

3  L’s  in  independent  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  one 

more.  No  smoking.  $23 1.25/month.  Close  to  Orange 
and  Green  T  lines.  983-0599.  Available  9/l/.(7) 


SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  seek  L/BiF  for  great  3BR  in  Winter  Hill  house. 
Large  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking.  We’re  friend¬ 
ly,  indep.  prof ’Is  like  to  laugh  alot,  drug  free,  smoke 
free,  petless  (but  cat  welcome)  $300-plus,  avail  9/1 
or  sooner.  623-5535.  (7) 


A  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T  S 


NEWTON  CORNER 

4  BR  luxuriously  furnished  incl  grand  piano,  3  full 
baths  steam  room,  massage  table,  gourmet  kitchen 
995,-Ano.  +  utilities.  Call  862-9124  (8) 


DORCHESTER  10  ROOMS 

Two  floors  of  two  family  Victorian.  Pleasant  St  area. 
Hardwood  floors.  Stained  glass.  Porch.  Pantry.  W/D. 
DW.  And  More.  $1100.-  +.  Walk  to  T.  2884664  (9) 

Dorchester  walk  to  Ashmont  station.  4  rms.  1st.  fl. 

Alannsystem.  $650.-,  no  utilities.  848-0556  (8) 


Dorchester  walk  to  Shawmut  "T”.  2  Bedroom  six 
room  apartment.  Hardwood  firs,  washer/dryer. 
$750Anonth  plus  no  fee.  288-8862.  (8) 


Publications 


GAYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  abrut  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE  AND 
RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (5) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Rrancisco,  CA  94114. 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  politi¬ 
cal,  but  not  necessarily  correct  Sample  $1.50sub.  $6 
more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF, 
CA  94114.(18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 

THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that’s  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call  800- 
892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES,  1912 
Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
2423  18th  St  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009(ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 

Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexu¬ 
al  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (ex) 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02 181. (ex) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  avail¬ 
able.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  with  professionalism 
and  respect  Very  careful  furniture  movers.  Piano  and 
hoisting  speciahsts.Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of 
the  year.No  overtime  charges,  354-2184.  MDPU# 
23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)MA  DPU  #325522 
No  job  loo  big  or  too  small. \fery  careful  movers  641- 
1234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and 
used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and 
equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522- 
0826. 


ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding. 
Discount  322-7343,  242-0772. 


<£> 


BLF,  32,  seeking  correspondence.  Someone 
soft  and  caring  who  is  financially  secure,  unin¬ 
volved  and  willing  to  help  me  during  and  after 
my  incarceration  with  relocation,  job  and/or 
school  program.  Brenda  TAYLOR,  1034  Bragg 
St.,  Raleigh  NC  27610 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 

TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

AlpvsiniW  p^rtman T  Prison  Memoirs  of  on.AnorehtsF 


AIDS 


North  Carolina  AIDS  support: 

Prisoners  with  AIDS  project  for  North 
Carolina  wants  to  get  more  humane  and 
fair  treatment  for  PWAs.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  them:  Robeson  Defense 
Committee,  Prisoners  with  AIDS  Project, 
Box  1389,  Pembroke  NC  28372. _ _ 

HIV  &  PWAs  in  prison: 

We  want  to  write  something  about  how. 
gay  and  drug  using  HIV/PWA  prisoners! 
are  getting  along  together.  Please  send  us; 
your  experiences  about  how  this  is  going.! 
THANKS.  Mike/GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston  MA  02116. 


Black  Gay  male,  23,  Leo,  love  music,  writing,  l 
reading,  some  sports,  not  into  con  games,  look-] 
ing  for  young  male,  18-30,  to  write.  Will  be 
released  in  Nov.  this  year.  Lome  WILLIAMS, 
N-53301,  Box  711,  Menard  IL  62259 _ 

I  would  like  a  penpal  so  I  can  have  some  sense 
of  still  being  (gay)  me.  I  was  born  &  raised  in 
NYC  and  like  music,  backpacking,  swimming,. | 
travel  and  camping.  My  ‘crime’  is  victimless.  l| 
hope  to  hear  from  someone  for  friendship.* 
Peter  EICHMAN,  174208,  C-4  117B,  Stateil 
Farm  VA  23160.  _ 

Studmaster:  long  and  thick  throbbing  hot  shaft,’ 
hairy  balls,  overflowing  with  yummy  cummy  toll 
make  your  dreams  cum  true.  Seeking  hot  j 
passive  fuck  boys,  sissies,  bi’s,.  I  do  erotic 
stories,  drawings  and  letters.  Send  ‘Stamp  em-H 
bossed  (only)  envelop  for  fast  reply.  Tom! 
BLANKENSHIP,  A-195-152,  Box  788, M 
Mansfield  OH  44901. _ 

LEON  SAVINO:  Contact  Gary  Grecz,  89Tjl 
3465,  C-block,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011,  [| 

Holding  hands,  a  warm  gentle  kiss,  These  are 

things  1  truly  miss...  I’m  28,  gay  male,  and' 
would  like  to  hear  from  you  sexy  guys  out  there. 
Richard  NICHOLS,  64084,  10,000  S.  Wilmot 
Rd,  Tucson  AZ  85777 _ 

GM,  28,  looking  for  longlasting  friendship  with 
someone  in  the  free  world.  I  enjoy  music,  fine 
cuisine,  travel,  meeting  people,  beach,  sunsets.  1 
Race,  age  unimportant.  James  FITZGERALD,! 
98743,  Box  636,  West  Liberty  KY  41472.  i| 
(NOTE:  J.  MEON,  Worcester,  please  write;  ] 
your  letter  was  returned.) _ 

Hello,  I’d  like  to  be  put  in  your  penpal  ads.  I’m' 

38,  looking  for  friendship  and  affection,  enjoy' 
reading  poetry,  novels  and  S-F.  Belarmino 
MARTINEZ,  13242,  Box  250,  Draper  UT! 
84020, _  l 

Would  like  to  hear  from  others  who  are  pro-:. 

NAMBLA.  Johnny  PEDEN,  46531-079,  Box! 
1000,  Seagoville  TX  75159. _ 

Soon  to  be  released  Queen  interested  in  cor-|| 

responding  with  sincere  person,  stable  and 
knowing  where  their  at  with  respect  to  their  sex-! 
uality  and  life  goal.  If  interested,  write  Carlos' 
MORENO,  83B  2374,  Box  618,  135  State  St,’ 
Auburn  NY  13021. _ 

I’m  a  prisoner  who  would  like  very  much  to  *1 

communicate  with  progressive  and  caring  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  outside.  I’m  23,  health  conscious,* 1! 
and  interested  in  correspondence  with  in¬ 
dividuals  not  bound  by  conventional  morality.  ;l 
James  KENNARD,  85A  1698,  Box  149,  Attica ; 
NY  14011.  i| 


Lonely  (M  to  F)  TS  lesbian  needs  someone  to 
write.  I  don’t  need  any  money  or  head  games.  I 
enjoy  the  outdoors,  animals,  and  quiet  nights. 
Also,  I  like  to  cook.  Beth  CAGLE,  38721,  Box 
I  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. _ _ 

[To  LEE  CLOUD,  Marvin  and  I  have  been  try- 

jing  to  get  ahold  of  you.  What  has  happened? 
j  The  last  letter  came  back  saying  you  couldn’t 
I  write  prisoners  anymore.  Can  you  arrange  an 
I  outside  forwarding  address?  We  are  worried 
|  about  you  Buddy.  JIM _ 

J  I’d  like  to  write  a  sincere  man  of  any  nationality 

|  who  is  physically  muscular  and  strong  mentally, 

1  for  a  long  term  friendship.  Chaz  MITCHELL, 
E45740,  ASU-249L,  Box  2349,  Blythe  CA 
92226 _ 

J  31  yrs  young,  would  like  to  meet  sincere  people 

I  for  friendship  and  understanding.  I  enjoy 
[writing  and  sports.  Not  concerned  with 
[monetary  gains.  Michael  SIMMONS,  79019, 
CCR-C-tier  8,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA 
70712. _ 

I  need  help  finding  a  place  to  live.  I’m  from 
NYC.  I’ve  been  locked  down  for  6  years.  I’m  24 
and  a  hard  working  and  dependable  guy. 

|  Somebody  PLEASE  give  me  a  chance  to  prove 
|  myself.  Marvin  THOMAS,  85B  1673,  Pouch  1, 
[Woodbourne  NY  12788. _ 

I’m  a  black  prisoner  that  would  like  to  receive 
mail  from  transsexuals,  drag  queens  of  any  race 
and  age.  I’m  35.  Thank  you.  Richard  TATE, 
j  94599,  Camp  D  Eagle  3,  LA  State  Prison, 
Angola  LA  70712, _ 

28  yr  old  male,  Japanese- American  ancestry, 
lonely,  looking  for  serious  relationship.  Will 
answer  all.  Jimmy  STRINGER,  54119,.  U-17 
MSU,  Parchman  MS  38738. _ 

Is  there  anyone  out  there  that  would  like  to  have 
a  33  yr  old  teddy  bear  for  a  friend?  I  love  old 
movies,  great  books,  music.  I  need  a  sensitive 
and  understanding  person  who  is  only  in¬ 
terested  in  being  a  friend  for  now.  I’m  not 
allowed  to  write  prisoners.  Darren  COMBS, 
AK-7403,  Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612. _ 

I  TVS  seeking  correspondence,  truthful  and  very 

I  lonely.  Can’t  write  prisoners.  ‘Daniell’  is  what 
|  my  friends  call  me.  Danny  EVANS,  090839 
(824),  33123  Oilwell  Rd,  Punta  Gorda  FL 
33955. _ 

I  am  30  yr  old,  but  look  like  I’m  about  27. 1  am 

I  young.  Cannot  write  other  prison  people.  I’m 

looking  for  anyone  that  will  write  me.  Darrell 
JARRETT,  362108  K-ll,  Box  699-W,  Sneads 
FL  32460. _ 

Looking  to  build  a  special  friendship  built  on 
love,  trust  and  sincere  happiness.  Welcoming 
TV-TS,  Gay  and  Bi.  I’m  lonely.  Please  write 
soon.  Mark  WHITE,  093651,  MB  610,  1150 
I SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 

|GBM,  35,  seeking  correspondence  with  other 

lgay  individuals  who  are  seeking  friendship  and 
loyal  companionship.  Age  and  race  are  unim- 
Jportant.  Will  respond  to  all.  Richardo 
LAWRENCE,  Box  D-51075  (1/A1-10), 
|Represa  CA  95671. 

BEAUTY  &  the  BEAST 

I I  would  like  to  have  a  penpal.  I  am  a  drag 

queen.  I  love  myself  and  am  looking  for  the  one 
I  can  have  the  best  relationship  with.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  a  relationship  like  the  Beauty  and  the 
Beast.  I  prefer  to  be  called  ‘Baby  Girl’.  My  hob¬ 
bies  are  running,  swimming  and  dancing  most 
of  all.  Thomas  WHITE,  248166  (P-1),  Box 
699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

I’m  26,  Virgo,  interested  in  jazz,  cooking,  cam¬ 
ping  and  having  fun.  I’m  very  sincere  and  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  that’s  the  same.  Dominique 
IMORRIS,  197-573,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. _ 

Young  32  yr  old  male  looking  for  a  companion 

penpal.  I’m  in  for  corporate  fraud  but  am  really 
sincere.  Please  write.  Howard  STORK, 
JD-59689,  Box  9  (350-2-54U),  Avenal  CA  93204. 

Attractive  caring  30  yr  old  seeking  new  friends. 

Take  a  chance  people,  you  won’t  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  Age  and  race  irrelevant.  Your  photo 
Jgets  mine.  Larry  D.  WOOLEN,  C-10941,  FA-  ■ 
I7A-110,  Box  29,  Represa  CA  95671.  ■ 

>000»®0®00®00®'< 
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Boston  •  An  Evening  with  Julie  Zando.  Cambridge 
Women  in  Cable  invite  you  to  view  samples  of  independent 
producer  Julie  Zando's  work.  CCTV.  One  Kendall  Sq.  6:30pm. 
For  info  225-2500.  (right:  From  The  Bus  Stops  Here  1990) 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted,  and  use  our  format  as  a  guide  for 
listings.  All  iistings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

1 8  Saturday 

Pro vince town  ♦  Carnival  Week  •  “Las  Vegas 
Night.”  Other  events  15th  to  22nd.  Info  and  tickets 
(508)  487-6400. 

White  River  Area,  VT ♦  Chiltem  Mountain 
Club  Vermont  Cycling  Weekend.  Info:  Bob  (617) 
266-3811 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  (Gay  Boston)  TRAV¬ 
ELS:  “Key  West”  •  with  Cynthia  Pape  and  Jim 
Voltz.  A  new  production,  shot  on  location,  shown 
here  first  before  nationwide  syndication.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30  to 
800  p.m.  Repeats  8/25. 

Boston  ♦  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  Sponsored  by 
The  Boston  Sound  Machine.  YMCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  $5.  Info  846-9061. 

1 9  Sunday 

Marlboro  ♦  WOBBLES  -  trip  to  Crane’s  Beach. 

(WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.)  Info:  Janis, 
(508)  386-7737. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  Potluck  and  Barbeque.  4:30  to 
7:00  p.m.  Rain  cancels.  Info:  Margaret  or  Sam  524- 
8070. 

20  Monday 

Provincetown  ♦  Carnival  Week  -  “Under  the 
Big  Top.”  Circus  fun,  entertainment,  downs,  etc 
Basil's  Restaurant.  4  p.m.  to  I  a.m. 

Boston  ♦  Care  Partners:  Information  and 
Support,  part  2  of  2  -  for  family  members,  partners 
and  friends  involved  in  the  care  of  people  with  AIDS. 
Clinical  Partners,  321  Columbus  Ave,  6:30  to  8:30 
pm.  Free.  Also  see  8/1 3.  Info  536-5950. 

Boston  ♦  “Design  Issues  in  Community  Based 
Clinical  Trials  of  HIV  Treatments.”  Issues 
regarding  blinding,  randomization,  placebos,  and  other 
controls  to  be  presented  and  discussed.  Sponsored  by 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  England.  7:30 
p.m.  338  Newbury  Street,  Room  201  Info:  424-1524. 

21  Tuesday 

Boston  Radio  ♦  We  The  People  "Mapplethorpe, 
Censorship,  and  Free  Speech.”  With  feminist  activist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5  FM.  7  to  9  a.m. 

Provincetown  ♦  Count  Basie  Big  Band  -  the  leg¬ 
endary  swing  orchestra.  Part  of  Beach  Plum  Music 
Festival.  Town  Hall  Auditorium.  8  p.m.  $20.00. 

Charges  (800)382-8080;  info  (508)349-6874. 

22  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  the  Living  with  AIDS 
Theatre  Project  Fall  High  School  Program. 

Actors,  actresses,  writers,  composers,  musicians  (pref. 
pianists).  Club  Cabaret  3  to  7  p.m.  Pay.  Info:  George 
Contini  522-4767.  See  also  8/29. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General 
Meeting.  ASL  interpreted  and  wheelchair  accessible. 
Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall  (use  the  Congress 
St  entrance).  7  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  Radio  ♦  Say  It,  Sister!  'Troubling  the 
Waters,”  courtesy  of  Women's  Theological  Center. 
WMBR88.I  FM.  8  to  9  pm. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Speakout  Against  Gay 
Bashing.”  To  feature  Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras.  Cambridge  YWCA  7  Temple  Street  (near 
Central  Square  T).  8  pm.  Info  497-0230. 

Provincetown  ♦  Carnival  Week  -  “Grand 
Finale.”  Boatslip.  9  p.m.  Other  events  15th  to  22nd. 
Info  and  tickets  (508)  487-6400. 

23  Thursday 

Boston  «  Liturgy  for  Ad  Those  Affected  by 
AIDS.  Planned  by  AIDS  Outreach  Group  of  Paulist 
Center  Community.  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  Street 
7:30  pm.  Info  742-4460. 

Boston  ♦  Doshie  Powers.  Club  Cabaret  209 
Columbus  Ave.  8  p.m.  Tickets  $5.  Info  536-0971 

24  Friday 

Boston  ♦  The  Women's  Caucus  of  Queer 
Nation.  Organizational  meeting.  All  welcome.  The 
Center.  338  Newbury  St  6.T5-800pm.  Call  for  more 
info  Laura  524-7794  or  Regina  666-1053. 


Boston  ♦  Cruise  Boston  Harbor  with  the 
NAMES  Project.  Refreshments  and  entertainment 
provided.  Boat  sails  7:30  p.m.  (rain  or  shine)  from 
Long  Wharf,  Atlantic  Avenue  near  the  Aquarium. 
Tickets  $15.00,  available  at  the  dock.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  ♦  Film/Video  Series:  “Waiting  for  the 
Moon.”  Screenings  with  discussion,  every  Friday.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

25  Saturday 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS  visits  Riverside 
Amusement  Park,  Agawam.  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.)  Carpool  meets  outside 
Davis  Sq  T,  9:30  am.  Park  admission  $1 6.95.  Please 
call  in  advance  so  the  organizers  can  arrange  a  group 
discount  of  $4  each  (based  on  25  people).  Rain  date: 
8/26.  Info:  Rich  776-6956  or  Lisa  628-2531 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together:  Hot, 
Horny,  Healthy  Workshop.  Sponsored  by 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition.  Free  food.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  floor.  I  to  5  pm.  Info: 
George  266-4378. 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Women  in  Cable  and 
an  Evening  with  Julie  2lando.  Zando  is  an  indepen¬ 
dent  producer,  one  of  the  founding  members  of 
Buffalo’s  Squeaky  Wheels.  Samples  of  her  work,  Q&A. 
Refreshments.  CCTV,  One  Kendall  Square  Building 
400. 6:30  p.m.  Info  225-2500. 

26  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  NGLTF:  “Honoring  Our  Allies, 
Forging  Our  Future”:  A  reception  for  Gerry 
Studds.  A  fundraiser  reception  at  the  home  of  John 
Dreyer,  61 B  Commercial  St  Cocktails  and  hors 
d’oeuvres.  6  to  8  p.m.  Tickets  $50.  RSVP  by  August 
20  to  John  Dreyer  262-7396. 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  Joan  Baez  and  The  Indigo 
Girls.  Veterans  Memorial  Park,  7:30  p.m.  Tickets 
$19.50  reserved,  $17.00  lawn  through  Ticketron, 

(800)  382-8080. 

27  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation.  Organizational  meeting. 
All  welcome.  City  Hall,  Piedmonte  Room  (5th  floor). 
7pm.  Call  for  more  info  577-8123. 

28  Tuesday 

Boston  Radio  ♦  We  The  People  .  ‘‘The  Economic 
Role  of  Women  in  Haiti.”  Show  will  be  done  in 
Creole.  With  feminist  activist  Sheila  Parks.  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  7  to  9  a.m.  j 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  .  For  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Arlington  Street  Church,  6  to  9  p.m. 

Panels  made  before  9/6  will  be  included  in  the  Quilt's 
display  at  MIT  9/21  to  23.  Info:  451-9003. 

Cambridge  ♦  Committee  to  Organize  a 
Cambridge/Somerville  Chapter  of  NOW.  M.l.T. 
Bldg.  4,  77  Mass.  Ave.  7  pm.  Info:  Ann  Glick  332- 
9016. 

Orleans  ♦  Healing  Service  for  All  Affected  by 
AIDS.  Prayer,  music,  laying  on  of  hands.  Reception  to 
follow.  ASL  interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  The 
Church  of  the  Holy  Spirit  204  Monument  Road.  7:30 
pm.  Info  (508)  255-0433. 

29  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Auditions  for  the  Living  with  AIDS 
Theatre  Project  Fall  High  School  Program. 

Actors,  actresses,  writers,  composers,  musicians  (pref. 
pianists).  Club  Cabaret  3  to  7  p.m.  Pay.  Info:  George 
Contini  522-4767.  See  also  8/21 

Boston  Radio  ♦  Say  It,  Sister!  -  “Racism  in  the 
Women's  Movement”  Call-in  show:  Why  did  women 
of  color  walk  out  of  this  year’s  National  Women’s 
Studies  Conference?  WMBR  88.1  FM,  8  to  9  p.m.  Call 
in  on  253-8810. 

Cambridge  ♦  Desert  Hearts.  Indigo,  823  Main  St 
9  pm.;  free  admission  until  10:30.  Info:  497-7200. 

30  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Arlington  Street  Church',  6  to  9  pm.  (use 
Boylston  Street  entrance).  Panels  made  before  9/6  will 
be  included  in  the  Quilt’s  display  at  MIT  9/21  to  23. 

Info  4S I -9003. 

3  I  Friday 

Provincetown  ♦  Ferron.  Contemporary  Canadian 
folksinger/songwriter.  Town  Hall  Auditorium,  8  p.m. 
$17.50.  Charges  (800)  382-8080;  info  (508)  349-6874. 

September  I  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General 
Meeting.  ASL  interpreted  and  wbeekhair  accessible. 


Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall  (use  the  Congress 
St  entrance).  7  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  (Gay  Boston): 
“Celebration  90:  The  Vancouver  Gay  Games”  - 
with  Jim  Voltz.  The  inside  perspective.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30  to 
800  pm.  (Repeats  9/8) 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1600AM.  10:30pm  to  130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Boston  ♦  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay, 
and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury 
Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30  pm  Info:  Dave  629-2518 
or  Frank  666-8911 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq,  6  p.m.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  Info: 

Lisa,  628-2531 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of  each  month.  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30-8  p.m. 
Info:  593-5251 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
holds  biweekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7  p.m.  Info:  776-6956. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  sup¬ 
port  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  deal¬ 
ing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  Sl  7-8:30  pm.  Info: 

(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  oth¬ 
ers  living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St  7:309  p.m.  Info: 
694-0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  1st  and 
3rd  Tuesday  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214 
Concord  St  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426, 

S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month. 

Harriet  Tubman  House.  6:30  pm.  Info:  825-2610. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Uving  Center,  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-830.  Info:  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others. 
Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7830  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every 
month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass. 

Ave.  7:15  pm.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562-5807. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 

Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art,  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  pm.  Info: 
266-0628. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  pro¬ 
vide  emotional  and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients 
on  a  one-to-one  basis.  Interested  persons  should  fill 
out  an  application  and  attend  orientation  and  training. 
Orientation  meetings  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  each 
month.  AIDS  ACTION  offices,  1 3 1  Clarendon  St.  7:30 
pm.  Info  437-6200  x450. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet 
1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Center, 

2nd  fl.  8- 1 0  p.m.  742-7897. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help 
group  for  women  recovering  from  addictions. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  8-9:30  pm.  354- 
8807. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 


Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin 
St  New  persons’  meeting  6  pm.;  women  and  men 
meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30 
p-m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  AlAnon  ♦  With  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30-8  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 
chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome. 
Frontier.  19  Pearl  St  7-10  pm.  Info:  (413)  788-7459. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual 
youth  21  and  under.  Meets  first  and  third  Wednesday 
each  month  at  United  Congregational  Church,  6 
Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who 
are  In  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meet¬ 
ing.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30 
to  9  pm.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop- 
in  group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings 
2nd  Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  Rm  201 338 
Newbury  St  Info:  492-4639. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  -  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Arlington  Street  Church  (use  Boylston 
Street  entrance).  6  to  9  pm.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  The 
Center,  Rm  202K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p  m 
Info:  828-3039. 

Dorchester  ♦  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs. 
of  each  month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson 
Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  282-2509. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  first 
and  third  Thursday  every  month.  Basement  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St  7:30  pm.  (413)  527- 
5310. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate  outside 
Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the  Palestinian  right  to 
statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near  Arlington  St  Station.  1st 
Friday  of  every  month.  1130-1:30  p.m.  Info:  723-6327. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  1 40  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  free. 
Info:  236-1011 

Brookline  ♦  “Swingtime.”  Lesbian,  gay  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  1 85 
Corey  Rd.  830-9:15.  $4.  Info:  661 -1 791 

Saturdays 

Cambridge  a  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate 
Saturdays.  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  I  lam- 
1130  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New 
England.  Every  Saturday,  4:00  to  6:00  pm.  338 
Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke-  and 
alcohol-free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  10  p.m.  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month.  $2  donation 

Ongoing 

Boston  ♦  AAC  “Dancing  in  Time” 

(Registration).  Register  now  and  begin  collecting 
pledges  for  a  five-hour  dance-a-thon  to  benefit  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee.  Hynes  Convention  Center 
Ballroom.  September  30.  4  pm.  to  9  pm. 

Registration  or  more  info:  266-6906. 

Poyntelle,  PA  ♦  Northeast  Women’s  Musical 
Retreat.  An  all-women's  long-weekend  celebration 
to  be  begin  8/3 1 .  Register  before  8/20  for  discounts. 

Info  (617)  361-8126. 

Marblehead  ♦  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Annual  Auction.  Time  and  talent  are 
needed  to  help  organize  NSGLA’s  most  significant 
fundraiser;  other  donations  are  welcome.  Auction  to 
be  held  10/14.  Info:  (508)  927-2903. 
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Bookshorts 


The  Buried  Body 

Mark  Ameen 

Amethyst  Press,  New  York,  1 990 
$  10.95  paper,  2l2pp 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

Set  in  the  New  York  of  the  late  1980s 
and  early  ’90s,  The  Buried  Body,  is  a 
book  of  poetry,  The  Buried  Body,  is  a 
cry  in  an  urban  wilderness  ravaged  by 
AIDS,  repressive  social  conditions  and  fear. 
The  book  is  a  search  —  as  well  as  a  demand 
—  for  sex  that  is  physically  and  emotionally 
satisfying.  It  is  a  call  for  the  reclamation  of 
pleasure  as  a  guiding  principle  in  our  lives. 
With  such  desirable  (though  admittedly 
high)  expectations,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
The  Buried  Body  also  contains  a  great  deal 
of  disappointment  and  pain. 

Ameen  is  a  poet  who  goes  for  the  gut.  In 
medium-length  to  long  lines  that  are  reminis¬ 
cent  of  Ginsberg  and  Whitman,  he  details 
physical  states  and  realities: 

When  you  bury  your  face 
down  there  where  there’s  hair 
and  a  groan  comes  from  your  own 
as  though  you  were  breathless 

Ameen  is  not  afraid  to  be  witty: 

The  thing  about  sex  is  that  you  can  do  it 
with  anybody. 

The  thing  about  love  is  that  you  say  you 
don’t  want  to. 

And  even  brutally  honest  about  his  own 
pain: 

Sometimes  I  cannot  talk  or  anything  else 

Jealousy  rages  in  me,  especially  concern¬ 
ing  Jim, 

And  I  quiver  in  the  heart  of  me. 

Binary  and  incomplete  amidst  scores  who 
get  by, 

In  the  pinch  1  stop  short. 

To  read  through  The  Buried  Body  — 
cover  to  cover  —  is  to  put  your  head  and 
emotions  into  the  hands  of  an  extraordinari¬ 
ly  skillful  poet,  a  writer  you  know  you  can 
trust.  Ameen  is  not  afraid  to  find  our  most 
tender  and  exposed  social  and  personal 
nerves  and  then  pinch  them,  not  with  the  in¬ 
tent  to  hurt  as  much  as  make  us  really  feel 
and  see  who  and  what  we  are.  So  much  gay 
literature  is  designed  to  make  us  feel  better 
(not  a  terribly  bad  thing  in  a  world  intent  on 


making  us  feel  bad),  but  The  Buried  Body 
tries  to  make  us  see  our  lives  and  loves  clear¬ 
ly  and  then  makes  them,  if  not  better,  at 
least  more  bearable.  □ 


Athletes 

Photographs  by  Patrick  Sarfati 

Bruno  Gmunder,  Berlin,  1 990 
Catalogue  and  info: 

Lutzowstrasse  105-106 
P.O.  Box  30 1 345 
D-1000  Berlin  30 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

Before,  after  and  especially  during 
puberty  I  could  always  count  on  the 
underwear  section  of  the  Sears  and 
other  catalogues  to  provide  grist  for  my  fan¬ 
tasy  mill.  In  my  pre-18  years  there  was 
nothing  like  the  glimpse  of  the  male  models’ 
secondary  sexual  characteristics  —  a  crop  of 
chest  hair,  a  moustache  or  beard  —  or  even 
a  tell-tale  lump  in  the  pouch  of  a  pair  of 
crisp,  white  Jockey  shorts  to  set  my  heart 
aflutter.  Even  though  I  now  have  access  to 
the  sort  of  smut  I  could  only  dream  of  then. 


SAFE  COMPANY  PRESENTS 

THE  DATING  GAME 

DATING  ADVENTURES  FOR  THE  MODERN  MALE. 


Start  your  evening 
off  with  the  all 
new  Dating 
Game!  The  fun 
starts  when 
community  celebs 
vie  for  the  favors 
of  some  of 
i  Boston’s  most 
eligible  bachelors. 


Saturday,  Aug.  25,  8p.m. 

Club  Cabaret 

Host:  John  Harvey 

Guest  appearances  by:  Tamy  &  Taffy  and  Adam  Sutton 
$3.00  donation 

Not  a  contestant?  Don’t  worry,  you'll  have  your  chance  following  the 
Dating  Game  ar  Safe  Connections  ...  where  men  meet  men. 


There’s  sure  to  be  a  full  house /Dating  Game  and  Safe  Connections! 


I  sometimes  find  a  nostalgic  trip  through  a 
department  store  circular  a  pleasing  diver¬ 
sion  for  a  minute  or  two. 

A  more  expensive  version  of  same  is  now 
available  in  the  form  of  Athletes,  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  photographs  by  Patrick  Sarfati  with 
a  preface  by  gay  writer  Edmund  White.  It’s 
nice  to  see  male  semi-nudes  placed  in  a  gay 
context  (if  only  by  virtue  of  White’s  in¬ 
troduction),  which  is  something  you’re  not 
likely  to  find  in  a  Bruce  Weber  collection 
(oops,  did  I  just  out  him?).  It’s  also  nice  to 
see  some  non-white  skin  in  these  pages  since 
almost  all  of  the  skin  aimed  at  the  “gay 
market”  is  distinctly  Caucasoid. 

As  for  the  photos  themselves,  there’s  not 
that  much  to  get  excited  about.  White  sets 
the  stage  by  painting  a  starving-artist  por¬ 
trait  of  Sarfati  that  may  or  may  not  be  a  bit 
of  queenly  myth-making.  After  informing 
us  that  photography  is  an  expensive  voca¬ 
tion  (duh,  Edmund),  White  tells  us  that  Sar- 
fati’s  “poverty  ensures  his  integrity  and 
makes  [him]  a  folk  artist  like  Tom  of 
Finland,  the  illustrator  who  also  inhabits  an 
all-male  world  of  young-faced,  mature¬ 
bodied  satyrs.” 


Satyrs?  The  missing  element  in  most  of 
these  photos  is  any  real  desire  or  sex  action. 
Though  there  are  a  few  (well-muscled)  asses 
on  display  now  and  again,  you  won’t  find 
any  dick,  or  any  lust  for  that  matter.  This  is 
too  bad,  actually,  because  Sarfati  seems  to 
have  the  technical  skills  to  take  a  decent 
photograph.  Although  I’m  sure  people  who 
like  this  sort  of  thing  will  really  like 
Athletes,  I  barely  felt  a  tingle  while  examin¬ 
ing  the  collection. 

Sure,  the  model  on  page  5  looks  cute  as 
water  drips  over  him  and  his  crisp,  white 
Jockeys  (ah,  memories),  and  the  man  on 
page  30  actually  does  have  some  chest  hair, 
but  the  bulk  of  these  images  conform  to  the 
porno-video-box  photography  that 
dominated  photo  representations  of  gay 
men  in  the  ’80s,  even  if  the  models  are  a  tad 
bit  scruffier.  That  is  to  say,  except  for  some 
facial  stubble  here  and  there,  the  guys  in  this 
book  join  the  mind-numbing  parade  of  well- 
Nautilused  bodies  denuded  of  most  hair. 
It’s  clean,  it’s  germ-free,  it’s  no  big  deal  and 
the  psychedelic  section  at  the  end  —  all  col¬ 
lage  and  kaleidoscope  —  is  particularly  silly. 

We  can  always  hope  that  Athletes  is  the 
last  collection  of  its  kind  and  the  ’90s  will 
bring  forth  some  photo  collections  that 
show  all  different  sorts  of  men  (maybe  with 
a  little  heat  in  their  eyes).  I  personally  can’t 
take  another  10  years  of  boyish  pouts  and 
bodies  that  look  like  they  stood  too  close  to 
a  Nair  factory  explosion.  Q 

Wilderness  Trek 

Dorothy  Tell 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  1990 
$8.95  paper,  I78pp 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

he  ever-flowing  fountain  of  Naiad 
lesbian  romance  novels  usually 
doesn’t  spew  up  anything  that  ap¬ 
peals  to  me,  but  Wilderness  Trek  caught  my 
eye.  It  is  about  eight  women  on  an  Outward 
Bound-type  trip  into  the  Ozarks,  a  situation 
that  I  would  much  rather  read  about  than 
endure.  It  stood  out  from  the  other  Naiad 
books  because  it  involves  a  group  of 
characters  rather  than  the  usual  starcrossed 

Continued  on  page  9 


